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eXeCUtive SUmmarY

,W¶V�MXVW����PRQWKV�IURP�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�LQ�
'HFHPEHU������WR�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU�
±�WKDW¶V�ZKHQ�VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�WKDW�KDYH�DGRSWHG�WKH�
&RPPRQ�&RUH�6WDWH�6WDQGDUGV��&&66��ZLOO�EHJLQ�WKH�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�SURFHVV�RI�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV��
7KHVH�QHZ�.����DVVHVVPHQWV��OHG�E\�VWDWHV�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�3DUWQHUVKLS�IRU�$VVHVVPHQW�RI�5HDGLQHVV�IRU�
&ROOHJH�DQG�&DUHHUV��3$5&&��DQG�WKH�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�
$VVHVVPHQW�&RQVRUWLXP��6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG���DUH�
GHVLJQHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�FRPPRQ�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�(QJOLVK�
DQG�PDWK��7KHVH�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�EXLOG�D�SDWKZD\�WR�
FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�UHDGLQHVV�DQG�KHOS�PHDVXUH�VWXGHQWV¶�
SURJUHVV�LQ�DFKLHYLQJ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV��7KH�UHVXOWV�ZLOO�KHOS�
WR�EHWWHU�LQIRUP�VWDWH�SROLF\�GHFLVLRQV��SURYLGH�D�PRUH�
DFFXUDWH�SLFWXUH�RI�VWXGHQW�SUHSDUHGQHVV��DQG�SURYLGH�
WHDFKHUV�ZLWK�WLPHO\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�LQIRUP�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�
VXSSRUW�VWXGHQWV��

3UHSDULQJ�IRU�WKHVH�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�DQ�
XQSUHFHGHQWHG�FROODERUDWLYH�HIIRUW�WR�DOLJQ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�
WKH�&&66��SUHSDUH�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�WKH�UHVXOWV��DQG�
HQVXUH�WKDW�VFKRROV�KDYH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WHFKQRORJLFDO�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV��
3$5&&�DQG�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�
PLQLPXP�WHFKQRORJ\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WR�JXLGH�VWDWHV�DQG�
GLVWULFWV�LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�DQG�FORVLQJ�WKH�JDSV�EHWZHHQ�
FXUUHQW�WHFKQRORJ\�FDSDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKRVH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�
VWXGHQWV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDPV��
7KHVH�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�EDQGZLGWK�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�SURYLGH�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�JXLGHOLQH�WR�KHOS�VFKRROV�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�
DVVHVVPHQWV�DQG�SURYLGH�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\�HQYLURQPHQW�
QHHGHG�WR�VXSSRUW�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�GLJLWDO�OHDUQLQJ�WRROV�
DQG�VHUYLFHV��
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making the shift
7KLV�UHSRUW�EHJLQV�E\�IUDPLQJ�WKH�VKLIW�WR�RQOLQH�
DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODUJHU�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
WR�SHUVRQDOL]HG�OHDUQLQJ��,QVWHDG�RI�VWULYLQJ�IRU�UHDGLQHVV�
IRU�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV��OHDGHUV�VKRXOG�LQVWHDG�EH�SUHSDULQJ�
for the�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VKLIWV�WKDW�WKH�&&66�DQG�QHZ�
DVVHVVPHQWV�UHTXLUH��'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ���'/1��VHHV�
WKH���������LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�DV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FDWDO\VW�WR�
H[SDQG�RYHUDOO�DFFHVV�WR�WHFKQRORJ\��VKLIW�WR�GLJLWDO�WRROV�
DQG�PDWHULDOV��DQG�PRYH�WRZDUG�SHUVRQDOL]HG�OHDUQLQJ�
IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV�E\�WKLV�GHDGOLQH��'/1¶V����(OHPHQWV�RI�
+LJK�4XDOLW\�'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ and 5RDGPDS�IRU�5HIRUP 
RIIHU�SROLF\�DGYLFH�DURXQG�WKH�FRUH�EHOLHI�WKDW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�
PXVW�KDYH�HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�KLJK�TXDOLW\�GLJLWDO�OHDUQLQJ�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ERWK�VXPPDWLYH�DQG�IRUPDWLYH�
GLJLWDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�

:LWKRXW�D�SODQ�IRU�PDNLQJ�WKHVH�EURDGHU�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
VKLIWV��ZH�ZLOO�PLVV�WKLV�RQFH�LQ�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
IRU�V\VWHPLF�LPSURYHPHQW�WKDW�FRXOG�PHDQLQJIXOO\�DQG�
VXVWDLQDEO\�DGGUHVV�HGXFDWLRQDO�HTXLW\��,I�OHDGHUV�LQVWHDG�
IRFXV�RQO\�RQ�PHHWLQJ�WKH�PLQLPXP�UHTXLUHPHQWV��VFKRROV�
ZLOO�VXIIHU�IURP�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�GLVUXSWLRQV�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�
WHVWLQJ�URWDWLRQV��GHVWUXFWLYH�JDSV�LQ�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ�
H[SHULHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�DQG�
WHVWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV��PLVVHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�WDNH�IXOO�
DGYDQWDJH�RI�RQOLQH�IRUPDWLYH�DQG�GLDJQRVWLF�DVVHVVPHQWV�
WR�SHUVRQDOL]H�LQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�LQHI¿FLHQFLHV�
WKDW�UHVXOW�IURP�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�RXWGDWHG�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�
PDWHULDOV�

determining Readiness 
$IWHU�SURYLGLQJ�VRPH�EDFNJURXQG�RQ�WKH�WHVWLQJ�FRQVRUWLD�
DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWH�RI�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV��WKLV�SDSHU�
GLVFXVVHV�WKH�WRROV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�KHOS�VWDWHV�
DQG�GLVWULFWV�GHWHUPLQH�WKHLU�UHDGLQHVV��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�
EHJLQV�GHVFULELQJ�WHVW�UHDGLQHVV�E\�UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�UHFHQWO\�
UHOHDVHG�PLQLPXP�WHFKQRORJ\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IURP�HDFK�
VWDWH�WHVWLQJ�FRQVRUWLXP��7KH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�GHWDLOV�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�XVLQJ�WKHVH�PLQLPXPV�DV�WKH�FDWDO\VW�IRU�
ODXQFKLQJ�D�EURDGHU�VKLIW�WR�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�WKDW�
H[SDQG�HTXLWDEOH�VWXGHQW�DFFHVV�WR�RQOLQH�DQG�EOHQGHG�
OHDUQLQJ��7KH�³&RXQWGRZQ�WR������7LPHOLQH´�SURYLGHV�
OHDGHUV�ZLWK�GLVFUHWH�DFWLRQ�VWHSV�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�WZR�\HDUV�
WR�PDNH�WKHVH�VKLIWV��

Recommendations
7KH�SDSHU�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�VWDWHV��
GLVWULFWV��DQG�WKH�VWDWH�WHVWLQJ�FRQVRUWLD��7KH�DXWKRUV�RIIHU�
VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DGYLFH�WR�KHOS�WKHP�VHL]H�
WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�EHWWHU�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
VKLIW�WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�FUHDWHV�
��� 0DWFK�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�WHVWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV��
��� 6KLIW�WR�GLJLWDO�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�
��� %RRVW�DFFHVV�
��� %XLOG�D�SODQ�IRU�WKH�JUHDWHU�VKLIW�
��� 6XSSRUW�EOHQGV��
��� %RRVW�EURDGEDQG��
��� ,QYHVW�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�WUDLQLQJ��
��� /HDUQ�IURP�RWKHU�VWDWHV��
��� 8VH�VDPSOH�LWHPV��DQG�
���� 8VH�&RUH�DOLJQHG�DGDSWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW��

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�3$55&��6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG��
DQG�UHODWHG�SDUWLHV�DUH�SURYLGHG�WR�KHOS�WKH�FRQVRUWLD�
EXLOG�FRQWLQXHG�PRPHQWXP�DQG�JHQHUDWH�RQ�JRLQJ�
DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VKLIWV�WKDW�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�
QHFHVVLWDWH�

7KH�FRQVRUWLD�DUH�DGYLVHG�WR�
��� (QFRXUDJH�XSJUDGHV�
��� 3ODQ�YHUVLRQV�
��� 5HGH¿QH�FRPSDUDELOLW\�
��� *R�³RQ�GHPDQG�´
��� /HDQ�IRUZDUG��
��� 'RQ¶W�SKDVH�LQ��DQG�
��� 6XSSRUW�FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ�

the opportunity
2XU�QDWLRQ¶V�VFKRROV�VWDQG�DW�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�³LQÀHFWLRQ�
SRLQW´�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��7DNHQ�WRJHWKHU��WKH�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�&&66��WKH�VKLIW�WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV��
WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�DIIRUGDEOH�GHYLFHV��DQG�WKH�JURZLQJ�
QXPEHU�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\�GLJLWDO�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�WRROV�FUHDWH�
DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�VKLIW�
WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�WR�SHUVRQDOL]H�OHDUQLQJ�DURXQG�
WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV�RI�HYHU\�VWXGHQW��7KH���������
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�WHVWV�FUHDWHV�D�WLPHOLQH��:LWK�
MXVW����PRQWKV��VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�PXVW�DFW�QRZ��

http://www.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools
http://www.digitallearningnow.com/ten-elements-of-high-quality-digital-learning/
http://www.digitallearningnow.com/
http://www.digitallearningnow.com/
http://digitallearningnow.com/roadmap-to-reform/


,Q�PRVW�VWDWHV��6HSWHPEHU������LV�ZKHQ�
WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�
VWRSV�DQG�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�EHJLQV��
:KLOH�PRUH�WKDQ����VWDWHV�DUH�QRZ�XVLQJ�
VRPH�IRUP�RI�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLWK�
VRPH�VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQV��WKH���������
VFKRRO�\HDU�ZLOO�PDUN�WKH�VWDUW�RI�QHZ�
VWDWH�WHVWLQJ�SURJUDPV�WKDW��LQ�PRVW�
VWDWHV��GLIIHU�LQ�IRUP�DQG�LQ�IXQFWLRQ�IURP�
WKH�VWDQGDUGL]HG�WHVWV�RI�WKH�ODVW����
\HDUV��

7KH�QHZ�WHVWV�ZLOO�EH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�
GLJLWDOO\��PDUNLQJ�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�FKDQJH�
IURP�SDSHU�DQG�SHQFLO�WHVWV�WKDW�VHWV�
LQWR�PRWLRQ�D�VWULQJ�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�LVVXHV�
IRU�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDGHUV��7KH�QHZ�WHVWV��
EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�PHDVXUH�
&&66��ZLOO�DOVR�GLIIHU�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
LQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�
UHTXLUHG�VWXGHQW�UHVSRQVHV��$FFRUGLQJO\��
WKHVH�LQWHU�UHODWHG�VKLIWV�FUHDWH�DQ�
XQSUHFHGHQWHG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EULQJ�
WRJHWKHU�FRQWHQW��WHFKQRORJ\��DQG�
DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�GHHSO\�PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\V�
WKDW�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�VHUYH�WR�SHUVRQDOL]H�
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��

6WDWHV��GLVWULFWV��QHWZRUNV��DQG�VFKRROV�
KDYH�MXVW����PRQWKV�WR�JHW�UHDG\�

introDUCtion
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the shift to Personalized 
learning 
7KHVH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�DVVHVVPHQWV��
ZKHQ�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
RI�&&66��VLJQDO�D�EURDG�FRPPLWPHQW�
WR�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�OHDUQLQJ�±�DQG�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKDW�OHDUQLQJ�±�ZKLFK�
LV�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�WR�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�SUL]HV�
SHUVRQDOL]DWLRQ��

(YHU\�VWXGHQW�VKRXOG�KDYH�HTXDO�DFFHVV�
WR�KLJK�TXDOLW\�OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�LV�WDLORUHG�
WR�KLV�KHU�XQLTXH�QHHGV��DQG�ZH�EHOLHYH�
WKLV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWKRXW�DFFHVV�
WR�SHUVRQDO�GLJLWDO�OHDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��
6FKRROV�PXVW�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�HQG�LQ�
PLQG��DQG�PDNH�H[SDQGLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�
WHFKQRORJ\�IRU�SHUVRQDOL]HG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
WKHLU�¿UVW�SULRULW\��7KH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�
RI�DVVHVVPHQWV��DQG�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�
FODVVURRP�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV��PXVW�
PLUURU�DQG�VHUYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��8QLYHUVDO�
DFFHVV�WR�KLJK�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�D�
PDWWHU�RI�HTXLW\��LW�LV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�VRFLDO�
MXVWLFH�LVVXH�RI�RXU�WLPH��7KHUHIRUH�
VWDWHV�PXVW�QRW�RQO\�JHW�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�
RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV��WKH\�PXVW�DOVR�
PRGLI\�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�SUHSDUH�VWXGHQWV�IRU�
WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�

'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ¶V����(OHPHQWV�
RI�+LJK�4XDOLW\�'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ is a 
VWDWH�SROLF\�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�
RI�HGXFDWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVH�
WKDW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�
KLJK�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LQ�WKH�
��VW�FHQWXU\�PXVW�LQFOXGH�GLJLWDO�
OHDUQLQJ�1��7KH�IUDPHZRUN�VWHPV�IURP�
WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�DUH�GLJLWDO�
OHDUQHUV�DQG�VKRXOG�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�
TXDOLW\�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�DUH�
XQERXQGHG�E\�JHRJUDSK\�RU�DUWL¿FLDO�
SROLF\�FRQVWUDLQWV��(OHPHQW���GHWDLOV�
$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�$FFRXQWDELOLW\�DQG�

VSHOOV�RXW�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�D�KLJK�TXDOLW\�
GLJLWDO�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP�

'HYHORSHG�LQ������ZLWK�LQSXW�IURP�PRUH�
WKDQ�����H[SHUWV��WKH�IUDPHZRUN�ZDV�
H[WHQGHG�LQ������WR�LQFOXGH�D�Roadmap 
for Reform�WKDW�SURYLGHV�WDQJLEOH�VWHSV�
WRZDUG�V\VWHPLF�FKDQJH�2��6SHFL¿F�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRU�VWDWH�SROLF\PDNHUV�
RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�DVVHVVPHQW�LQFOXGH�
�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�DGPLQLVWHU�

DVVHVVPHQWV�GLJLWDOO\�
�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�DVVHVVPHQWV�

ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHDG\�WR�
FRPSOHWH�WKH�FRXUVH�RU�XQLWV�

�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�HQVXUH�D�GLJLWDO�
IRUPDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP�

�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�KROG�VFKRRO�DQG�
LQGLYLGXDO�SURYLGHUV�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�
DFKLHYHPHQW�DQG�JURZWK�

�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�HYDOXDWH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
FRQWHQW�DQG�FRXUVHV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�
RQ�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ�GDWD��DQG

�� 6WDWHV�VKRXOG�HQVXUH�WKDW�
ORFDO�VWDWH�GDWD�V\VWHPV�DQG�
UHODWHG�DSSOLFDWLRQV�DUH�XSGDWHG�
DQG�UREXVW�HQRXJK�WR�LQIRUP�
ORQJLWXGLQDO�PDQDJHPHQW�GHFLVLRQV��
DFFRXQWDELOLW\��DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ��

'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ���'/1��UHFHQWO\�
UHOHDVHG�D�UHSRUW��Funding the Shift 
to Digital Learning: Three Strategies 
for Funding Sustainable High-Access 
Environments��ZKLFK�KLJKOLJKWV�WKDW�
HYHU\�VFKRRO�FDQ�DIIRUG�WKH�VKLIW�ZLWK�D�
VROLG�SODQ�DQG�VWURQJ�OHDGHUVKLS��'/1�
DOVR�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�Data Backpacks: 
Portable Records & Learner Profiles��
ZKLFK�LOOXVWUDWHV�KRZ�LPSURYHG�DFFHVV�
DQG�OHDUQHU�SUR¿OHV�ZLOO�XQORFN�WKH�SRZHU�
RI�SHUVRQDOL]DWLRQ��

Content

Student
Technology Assessment

http://www.digitallearningnow.com/
http://www.digitallearningnow.com/
http://digitallearningnow.com/roadmap-to-reform/
http://digitallearningnow.com/roadmap-to-reform/
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/DLN-Smart-Series-Paper-1-Final.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/DLN-Smart-Series-Paper-1-Final.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/DLN-Smart-Series-Paper-1-Final.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/DLN-Smart-Series-Paper-1-Final.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/DLN-Smart-Series-Databack-Final1.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/DLN-Smart-Series-Databack-Final1.pdf
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the shift to online 
assessments
7KH�6WDWH�(GXFDWLRQDO�7HFKQRORJ\�
'LUHFWRUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��6(7'$�������
report Technology Requirements for 
Large-Scale Computer-Based and 
Online Assessment indicates that 33 
VWDWHV�FXUUHQWO\�UHTXLUH�RU�PDNH�DYDLODEOH�
VRPH�FRPSXWHU�EDVHG�DVVHVVPHQWV��
VRPH�XVH�WKHP�IRU�KLJK�VWDNHV�VWDWHZLGH�
WHVWLQJ�3��7KLV�UHSRUW�VXUYH\V�WKH�¿HOG�RI�
VWDWH�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�RQOLQH�VXPPDWLYH�
DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�VWDWH�SUR¿OHV�
WR�JXLGH�RWKHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�DUH�MXVW�
EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�VKLIW��7KH�UHSRUW�VKRZV�
WKDW�ZKLOH�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�DUH�MXVW�
QRZ�JHWWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�DWWHQWLRQ��2UHJRQ�
DQG�9LUJLQLD�ODXQFKHG�FRPSXWHU�EDVHG�
WHVWLQJ�LQ������DQG�7H[DV�IROORZHG�VXLW�
LQ�������:KLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�KDG�JURZQ�
WR�PRUH�WKDQ����E\�������DQG�FRQWLQXHV�
WR�JURZ���DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ�RQO\�
¿YH�VWDWHV�UHTXLUHG�DQG�DGPLQLVWHUHG�
DOO�DVVHVVPHQWV�RQOLQH��PRVW�RI�WKH�
���VWDWHV�RQO\�XVHG�FRPSXWHU�EDVHG�
WHVWLQJ�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�
DQG�JUDGH�OHYHOV��&DVH�VWXGLHV�IURP�
3HDUVRQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�
WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�LQ�
9LUJLQLD��0LVVLVVLSSL��DQG�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��
(GXFDWLRQ�:HHN�UHFHQWO\�KLJKOLJKWHG�
VWDWHV�WKDW�XVH�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ�±�
LQFOXGLQJ�'HODZDUH��2UHJRQ��DQG�+DZDLL�
±�DQG�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKHVH�PRGHOV�
UHVXOW�LQ�OHVV�WLPH�GHYRWHG�WR�WHVWLQJ��
PRUH�DFFXUDWH�VWXGHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
IDVWHU�UHVXOWV��DQG�EHWWHU�WHVWLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DW�ERWK�HQGV�
RI�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�VSHFWUXP�4  

Background on Consortia
7ZR�\HDUV�DJR��WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DQQRXQFHG�WKH����ELOOLRQ�
5DFH�WR�WKH�7RS��5WW7��FRPSHWLWLRQ��
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�JUDQW�
FRPSHWLWLRQ for state consortia to 
GHYHORS�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�PHDVXUH�
&&66�LQ�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�$UWV�
�(/$��DQG�PDWKHPDWLFV�6��7KLV�ZDV�
DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
V\VWHPLFDOO\�DGGUHVV�WKH�GHPDQG�IRU�
DVVHVVPHQWV�WKDW�FRXOG�GHOLYHU�D�TXLFNHU�
WXUQDURXQG�RI�VWXGHQW�OHYHO�GDWD��7KLV�
GDWD�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�JXLGH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�DQG�SURYLGH�PRUH�
DFFXUDWH�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�GDWD�WR�
EHWWHU�PHDVXUH�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�
DQG�SURYLGH�FRPSDUDEOH�GDWD�IRU�VFKRRO�
DFFRXQWDELOLW\�RYHU�WLPH��

6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�JUDQW�JXLGHOLQHV�
VWLSXODWHG�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�
PXVW�7  
�� %XLOG�XSRQ�VKDUHG�VWDQGDUGV�LQ�

PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�(/$�IRU�FROOHJH�
DQG�FDUHHU�UHDGLQHVV�

�� 0HDVXUH�LQGLYLGXDO�JURZWK�DV�ZHOO�
DV�SUR¿FLHQF\�

�� 0HDVXUH�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�HDFK�
VWXGHQW�LV�RQ�WUDFN��DW�HDFK�JUDGH�
OHYHO�WHVWHG��WRZDUG�FROOHJH�RU�
FDUHHU�UHDGLQHVV�E\�WKH�WLPH�RI�KLJK�
VFKRRO�FRPSOHWLRQ��DQG

�� 3URYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�XVHIXO�LQ�
LQIRUPLQJ�
�� 7HDFKLQJ��OHDUQLQJ��DQG�

SURJUDP�LPSURYHPHQW�
�� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQV�RI�VFKRRO�

HIIHFWLYHQHVV�
�� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQV�RI�SULQFLSDO�DQG�

WHDFKHU�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�IRU�XVH�LQ�
HYDOXDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�
RI�VXSSRUW�WR�WHDFKHUV�DQG�
SULQFLSDOV��DQG

�� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�
VWXGHQW�FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�
UHDGLQHVV��H�J���KLJK�VFKRRO�
H[LW�GHFLVLRQV��FROOHJH�FRXUVH�
SODFHPHQW�WR�FUHGLW�EHDULQJ�
FODVVHV��RU�FROOHJH�HQWUDQFH�

Why Go online?5  

�� Richer and more 
innovative item types; 

�� Opportunity for more 
authentic assessment; 

�� More efficient scoring 
capabilities; 

�� Improved test security;

�� Greater equity 
via electronic 
accommodations; 

�� Students will know 
whether they are on track;

�� Teachers are empowered 
by regular results that 
are available to guide 
learning and professional 
development;

�� Parents are given timely 
information about their 
children’s progress;

�� Opportunities to 
personalize instruction 
based on more detailed 
and timely feedback;

�� Provide comparable 
results across schools, 
districts, and states; and

�� Potential cost savings.

http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
http://www.pearsonassessments.com/hai/images/nextgen/downloads/NextGen_CS_Virginia.pdf
http://www.pearsonassessments.com/hai/images/nextgen/downloads/NextGen_CS_Mississippi.pdf
http://www.digitallearningnow.com/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
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,Q�6HSWHPEHU������WZR�FRQVRUWLD�ZHUH�
VHOHFWHG��3$5&&�DQG�60$57(5�
%DODQFHG���6HH�$SSHQGL[�&�IRU�D�OLVW�RI�
PHPEHUVKLS�VWDWHV���7KH�WZR�FRQVRUWLD�
DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�SURYLGHUV�
DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�EXLOG�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�WHVWV�WR�PHDVXUH�&&66��
$Q�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�
LV�WKDW�WKH�IHGHUDO�IXQGV�DUH�VXSSRUWLQJ�
VWDWH�OHG�HIIRUWV��QRW�D�IHGHUDOO\�LPSRVHG�
DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP��7KH�IHGHUDO�
GROODUV�SURYLGHG�FUXFLDO�VWDUW�XS�IXQGLQJ�
IRU�VWDWHV��DIWHU�ZKLFK�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
EHFRPHV�WKH�VWDWH¶V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�8 

smarter Balanced 
The 6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�$VVHVVPHQW�
&RQVRUWLXP�UHFHLYHG�D�IRXU�\HDU�������
PLOOLRQ�JUDQW�IURP�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
(GXFDWLRQ¶V�5DFH�WR�WKH�7RS�DVVHVVPHQW�
FRPSHWLWLRQ��0HPEHUVKLS�LV�RSHQ�WR�
DQ\�VWDWH��ZLWK����VWDWHV�FXUUHQWO\�
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ��&ROOHFWLYHO\��WKHVH�VWDWHV�
UHSUHVHQW�DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�$PHULFDQ�
VWXGHQWV��7KH�JRYHUQDQFH�VWUXFWXUH of 
WKH�VWDWH�OHG�FRQVRUWLXP�LQFOXGHV�ERWK�
*RYHUQLQJ�6WDWHV�DQG�$GYLVRU\�6WDWHV��
:DVKLQJWRQ�LV�WKH�¿VFDO�DJHQW�DQG�
RYHUVHHV�DOO�¿QDQFLDO�SURFXUHPHQW�RQ�
EHKDOI�RI�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG��DQG�:HVW(G 
LV�WKH�SURMHFW�PDQDJHU���:DWFK�DQ�
RYHUYLHZ�YLGHR�KHUH��

6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG¶V�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP�
ZLOO�LQFOXGH�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV��
H[WHQGHG�UHVSRQVH��WHFKQRORJ\�
HQKDQFHG�LWHPV��DQG�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WDVN���9LHZ�VDPSOH�LWHPV�KHUH���7KH�
DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP�FRPSRQHQWV�DUH�9 
�� $�WZR�SDUW�VXPPDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�

�D�FRPSXWHU�DGDSWLYH�WHVW�DQG�RQOLQH�
SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV��WKDW�ZLOO�
�������'HVFULEH�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�

DQG�JURZWK�RI�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ�
�������0HDVXUH�VWXGHQWV¶�SURJUHVV�

WRZDUG�FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�
UHDGLQHVV��DQG

�������&DSLWDOL]H�RQ�VWUHQJWKV�RI�
FRPSXWHU�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ�
WR�LPSURYH�SUHFLVLRQ�DQG�
WXUQDURXQG�

�� 2SWLRQDO�LQWHULP�DVVHVVPHQWV��DV�
GHWHUPLQHG�E\�ORFDO�OHDGHUV��ZLOO�
�������+HOS�GHWHUPLQH�VWXGHQWV¶�

VWUHQJWKV�DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�&&66�

�������%H�IXOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��
and

�������6XSSRUW�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VWDWH�
HQG�RI�FRXUVH��(2&��WHVWV�

PaRCC
3$5&&�UHFHLYHG�D�IRXU�\HDU�������
PLOOLRQ�JUDQW�WKURXJK�WKH�8�6��
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ¶V�5DFH�WR�WKH�
7RS�DVVHVVPHQW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�WR�VXSSRUW�
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�QH[W�
JHQHUDWLRQ�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP��3$5&&�
FXUUHQWO\�FRQVLVWV�RI����VWDWHV��SOXV�WKH�
'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�DQG�WKH�8�6��9LUJLQ�
,VODQGV��7DNHQ�WRJHWKHU��WKHVH�VWDWHV�
VHUYH����PLOOLRQ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�LQFOXGH����
RI�WKH����5DFH�WR�WKH�7RS�VWDWH�ZLQQHUV��
)ORULGD�LV�3$5&&¶V�¿VFDO�DJHQW��DQG�
LW�LV�PDQDJHG�E\�WKH�QRQSUR¿W�JURXS�
$FKLHYH��7KH�3$5&&�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�
FRQVLVWV�RI�WKH�.����FKLHI�VWDWH�VFKRRO�
RI¿FHU�IURP�HDFK�*RYHUQLQJ�6WDWH��

3$5&&¶V�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHP�ZLOO�
LQFOXGH�D�PL[�RI�FRQVWUXFWHG�UHVSRQVH�
LWHPV��SHUIRUPDQFH�EDVHG�WDVNV��DQG�
FRPSXWHU�HQKDQFHG��FRPSXWHU�VFRUHG�
LWHPV��VHH�SURWRW\SH�LWHPV�KHUH���7KH�
SURJUDP�ZLOO�FRQVLVW�RI�10

�� 7ZR�VXPPDWLYH��UHTXLUHG�
DVVHVVPHQW�FRPSRQHQWV���DQG�
HQG�RI�\HDU�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�D�
SHUIRUPDQFH�DVVHVVPHQW���GHVLJQHG�
WR�
�������0HDVXUH�WKH�IXOO�UDQJH�RI�

VWDQGDUGV�DQG�IXOO�SHUIRUPDQFH�
FRQWLQXXP�

For details and updates 
related to the consortia and 
their assessment program 
plans, visit parcconline.org 
and smarterbalanced.org. For 
a comprehensive overview of 
the consortia and their plans, 
check out the ETS Consortia 
Guide.

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Smarter-Balanced-Governance.pdf
http://www.wested.org/cs/we/print/docs/smarter.htm
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/webinars/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/webinars/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/index.html
http://www.achieve.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/governing-board
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes#3
http://parcconline.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.k12center.org/publications/assessment_consortia.html
http://www.k12center.org/publications/assessment_consortia.html


������0HDVXUH�VWXGHQWV¶�SURJUHVV�
WRZDUGV�³FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�
UHDGLQHVV�´�DQG

�������3URYLGH�GDWD�IRU�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�
XVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PHDVXUHV�RI�
JURZWK�

�� 7ZR�RSWLRQDO�QRQ�VXPPDWLYH�
DVVHVVPHQW�FRPSRQHQWV���D�
ÀH[LEOH�GLDJQRVWLF�DVVHVVPHQW�
DQG�D�PLG\HDU�LQWHULP�DVVHVVPHQW�
��GHVLJQHG�WR�JHQHUDWH�WLPHO\�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�LQIRUPLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ��
LQWHUYHQWLRQV��DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��
and

�� $�WKLUG�QRQ�VXPPDWLYH�FRPSRQHQW�
LQ�(/$�OLWHUDF\�ZLOO�DVVHVV�VWXGHQWV¶�
VSHDNLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�VNLOOV�

�� 3$5&&�ZLOO�DOVR�GHYHORS�ÀH[LEOH�
IRUPDWLYH�WRROV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�
JUDGHV�.���

7KH�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�DQG�3$5&&�
DSSURDFKHV�DUH�VLPLODU�LQ�NH\�ZD\V��
WKH\�IHDWXUH�D�PL[�RI�LWHP�W\SHV�DQG�
WHFKQRORJ\�HQKDQFHG�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�
EDVHG�WDVNV��%RWK�FRQVRUWLD�ZLOO�XVH�
ERWK�FRPSXWHU�VFRULQJ�DQG�H[SHUW�
JUDGHUV��ZLWK�D�TXLFN�UHVXOWV�WXUQDURXQG�
RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WZR�ZHHNV��%RWK�SODQ�
WR�HPSOR\�DQ�RQOLQH�UHSRUWLQJ�V\VWHP�
DQG�GLJLWDO�UHVRXUFH�OLEUDU\��$QG�ZKLOH�
3$5&&�ZLOO�XVH�¿[HG�IRUP�WHVWV�DQG�
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�ZLOO�XVH�DGDSWLYH�
WHVWLQJ��ERWK�FRQVRUWLD�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�
WR�PRYLQJ�WKHLU�DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHPV�
RQOLQH��

7KH�QHZ�WHVWV�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�WKH�GHHSHU�
OHDUQLQJ�DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�&&66��DQG�
WKH�HYROXWLRQ�WR�GLJLWDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�
ZLOO�KDUQHVV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�
WR�FRQVWUXFW�QHZ�ZD\V�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�WKURXJK�

VLPXODWLRQV��JDPHV��DQG�GLJLWDO�
PDQLSXODWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�HQJDJLQJ��
7KHVH�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�RIIHU�PRUH�
GHWDLOHG�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�VWXGHQW�GDWD��
DQG�ZLWK�WKH�LPSURYHG�WLPHOLQHVV�RI�
UHVXOWV��WKH�GDWD�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�PDNH�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�E\�PDWFKLQJ�
VWXGHQW�QHHGV�WR�WDUJHWHG�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�V\VWHP�
WKDW�DOORZV�IRU�PRUH�SHUVRQDOL]HG�
OHDUQLQJ��7KHVH�WHVWV�ZLOO�DOVR�GHFUHDVH�
FRVWV�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV11�DQG�SURYLGH�YDVWO\�
LPSURYHG�WHVW�VHFXULW\�12

'HYHORSPHQWV�LQ�LQWHOOLJHQW�VFRULQJ�
KDYH�DOVR�PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�
LQFOXGH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�
ZULWLQJ�RQ�WKHVH�QHZ�WHVWV��DV�ZHOO�
DV�FRQVWUXFWHG�UHVSRQVH�LWHPV�DQG�
LQQRYDWLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV�13��:LWK�
WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�RI�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ�
WHFKQRORJ\��LQ�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�VWDWHV���
VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WHVW�
LWHPV�WKDW�DUH�PDWFKHG�G\QDPLFDOO\�
WR�WKHLU�DELOLW\�OHYHOV�14��,Q�VXP��RQOLQH�
DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�SRZHU�WKH�IXWXUH�
RI�FXVWRPL]HG�OHDUQLQJ�±�WKH�EHVW�
FKDQFH�ZH�KDYH�WR�GUDPDWLFDOO\�ERRVW�
DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV�DQG�EHWWHU�SUHSDUH�
VWXGHQWV�IRU�FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU��

/LQGD�'DUOLQJ�+DPPRQG��6HQLRU�
5HVHDUFK�$GYLVRU�IRU�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG��
VSHDNV�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�ZKHQ�GHVFULELQJ�
VWXGHQWV¶�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WDVNV�XQGHU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�
DVVHVVPHQWV��³3HUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV�
DVN�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DQDO\]H�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��ZHLJK�HYLGHQFH��DQG�VROYH�
SUREOHPV�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��
DOORZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKHLU�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOOV�LQ�DQ�DXWKHQWLF�
ZD\�´15 
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The Hewlett Foundation-
funded Automated Student 
Assessment Prize (ASAP) 
was constructed to support 
the aims of the state testing 
consortia – better tests 
of higher-order skills at a 
lower price. Meeting these 
objectives will require 
automated scoring of 
constructed-response tasks. 
In a February demonstration, 
nine testing companies 
showed that “machine 
scoring engines did as well 
as or better than the human 
graders,” as reported by 
Dr. Mark Shermis, author of 
the study summarizing the 
demonstration, Contrasting 
State-of-the-Art Automated 
Scoring of Essays. ASAP is 
planning a math prize, an 
innovative item prize, and 
classroom trials of online 
writing assessment platforms.

http://www.scoreright.org/
http://www.scoreright.org/
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other assessment 
Consortia
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�WZR�PDLQ�WHVWLQJ�
FRQVRUWLD�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�5DFH�WR�WKH�
7RS�FRPSHWLWLRQ��D�IHZ�RWKHUV�KDYH�
HPHUJHG�WKDW�WDUJHW�VSHFLDO�VWXGHQW�
SRSXODWLRQV��WKH\�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�
FRRUGLQDWH�ZLWK�WKH�3$5&&�DQG�6PDUWHU�
%DODQFHG�DVVHVVPHQWV��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�
the '\QDPLF�/HDUQLQJ�0DSV��'/0��
&RQVRUWLXP��WKH�1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�DQG�
6WDWH�&ROODERUDWLYH��1&6&��&RQVRUWLXP��
the $VVHVVPHQW�6HUYLFHV�6XSSRUWLQJ�
(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV�WKURXJK�7HFKQRORJ\�
6\VWHPV��$66(76��DQG��WKH�(QJOLVK�
/DQJXDJH�3UR¿FLHQF\�$VVHVVPHQW�IRU�
WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��(/3$������7KH�8�6��
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DZDUGHG����
PLOOLRQ�WR�'/0��WKURXJK�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�
6SHFLDO�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDPV�������
PLOOLRQ�WR�1&6&��������PLOOLRQ�WR�
$66(76��DQG������PLOOLRQ�WR�(/3$����
7KHVH�FRQVRUWLD�SODQ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�ERWK�
IRUPDWLYH�DQG�VXPPDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQWV�
DV�ZHOO�DV�WHDFKHU�UHVRXUFHV��'/0��OHG�
E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.DQVDV�&HQWHU�IRU�
5HVHDUFK��LV�D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI����RULJLQDO�
VWDWHV��1&6&��OHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
&HQWHU�RQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�2XWFRPHV�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LQQHVRWD��LV�D�
FRDOLWLRQ�RI����VWDWHV��$66(76�LV�OHG�
E\�WKH�:LVFRQVLQ�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3XEOLF�
,QVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�KDV����PHPEHU�VWDWHV��
7KH�DVVHVVPHQWV�DUH�VFKHGXOHG�
WR�EH�UHDG\�IRU�XVH�LQ�WKH�����±���
VFKRRO�\HDU��ZKHQ�WKH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
DVVHVVPHQW�V\VWHPV�DUH�GXH�WR�EHFRPH�
RSHUDWLRQDO���6HH�$SSHQGL[�&�IRU�PRUH�
GHWDLOV��

a Closer look at new 
assessments
'XULQJ�WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU��WKH�
FRQVRUWLD�DUH�FRQGXFWLQJ�LQLWLDO�WHVW�LWHP�
WU\RXWV�DQG�SLORWV��1H[W�\HDU��WKH\�ZLOO�
PRYH�RQ�WR�ODUJH�VFDOH�¿HOG�WHVWV�DQG�
IXUWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW�DQG�

UHSRUWLQJ�VWDQGDUGV��7KH�FRQVRUWLD�DUH�
RQ�WUDFN�WR�PDNH�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�
IXOO\�RSHUDWLRQDO�E\�WKH���������VFKRRO�
\HDU��ZLWK�¿QDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�VWDQGDUGV�
YHUL¿HG�DQG�DGRSWHG�E\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
VWDWHV��

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�WHVW�GHYHORSPHQW��3$5&&�
DQG�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�ERWK�UHFHQWO\�
UHOHDVHG�VDPSOH�DVVHVVPHQW�LWHPV�
DQG�WDVNV�WR�SURYLGH�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKH�
IXWXUH�DVVHVVPHQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JXLGH�
SODQQLQJ�DQG�VHUYH�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�IRU�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�&&66�DQG�SUHSDULQJ�
WKH�QHZ�WHVWV��%RWK�FRQVRUWLD�LQWHQG�WR�
UHOHDVH�DGGLWLRQDO�LWHPV�RYHU�WKH�FRPLQJ�
PRQWKV�WR�FUHDWH�D�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV��ZLWK�WKH�
JRDO�RI�LQIRUPLQJ�FKDQJHV�LQ�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
SUDFWLFHV��2I�WKH�50 representative 
LWHPV�DQG�WDVNV�SURYLGHG�E\�6PDUWHU�
%DODQFHG��(/$�OHDG�%DUE�.DSLQXV�
VDLG�WKH�LWHPV�SURYLGH�D�JOLPSVH�RI�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WH[W�FRPSOH[LW\��6KHOEL�
&ROH��PDWK�OHDG��VDLG�WKH�LWHPV�ZLOO�
LQFOXGH�JUDSKLFDO�PDQLSXODWLRQ��H�J���
HPSW\�WKH�ZDWHU�IURP�WKLV�FRQWDLQHU�WR�
¿OO�WKH�RWKHU�FRQWDLQHU��WKDW�IRU�PDQ\�
VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�PDNH�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�
PRUH�FOHDU�DQG�IRU�VRPH�UHGXFH�WKH�
ODQJXDJH�EDUULHU��

7KH�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�DVVHVVPHQW�
V\VWHP�LQFOXGHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�LWHP�
W\SHV��VHOHFWHG�UHVSRQVH�LWHPV�
SURPSW�VWXGHQWV�WR�VHOHFW�RQH�
RU�PRUH�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�D�VHW�RI�
RSWLRQV��WHFKQRORJ\�HQKDQFHG�LWHPV�
WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�FRPSXWHU�EDVHG�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WR�DVVHVV�D�GHHSHU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FRQWHQW�DQG�VNLOOV�
WKDQ�ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�EH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�
WUDGLWLRQDO�LWHP�W\SHV��FRQVWUXFWHG�
UHVSRQVH�LWHPV�SURPSW�VWXGHQWV�WR�
SURGXFH�D�WH[W�RU�QXPHULFDO�UHVSRQVH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�FROOHFW�HYLGHQFH�DERXW�WKHLU�
NQRZOHGJH�RU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�D�JLYHQ�

What do the new 
assessments mean to me?16

“I am challenged to 
complete complex 
tasks and apply my 
knowledge in order to 
stay on track toward 
college and career 
readiness.”

“I feel better knowing 
my child’s class time 
is spent on learning 
rather than testing, 
so that my child has 
more opportunities to 
improve.”

“I’ll get the support 
I need to help 
my students with 
assessments that 
measure what I need to 
know, when I need to 
know it.”

“We’ll feel confident 
about a test we 
helped to build that 
can compare our 
performance and 
growth against world-
class standards.”

Content

Student Policymaker Parent Teacher

Technology Assessment

Content

Student Policymaker Parent Teacher

Technology Assessment

Content

Student Policymaker Parent Teacher

Technology Assessment

Content

Student Policymaker Parent Teacher

Technology Assessment

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
http://assetsproject.org/
http://assetsproject.org/
http://assetsproject.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
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DVVHVVPHQW�WDUJHW��DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WDVNV�PHDVXUH�D�VWXGHQW¶V�DELOLW\�WR�
LQWHJUDWH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOOV�DFURVV�
PXOWLSOH�VWDQGDUGV�±�D�NH\�FRPSRQHQW�RI�
FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�UHDGLQHVV�17 
 
3$5&&¶V�LWHP�DQG�WDVN�SURWRW\SHV  
UHYHDO�VLPLODU�VKLIWV�18��0LWFKHOO�&KHVWHU��
FKDLU�RI�WKH�3$5&&�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG��
VWDWHG�³WKH�SURWRW\SHV�DUH�D�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�ZKDW�LV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�QHZ�
DVVHVVPHQW�WHFKQRORJ\�WKDW�FDSWXUHV�
VWXGHQWV¶�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
VNLOOV�WKDW�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�WR�VXFFHVV�LQ�
WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�´19�3$5&&¶V�UHOHDVH�
RI�VDPSOH�LWHPV�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�
DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WLJKW�DOLJQPHQW�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�&&66�DQG�3$5&&�
DVVHVVPHQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�

WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�PLUURU�FODVVURRP�
H[SHFWDWLRQV��7KHVH�VL[�VKLIWV��WKUHH�LQ�
PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�WKUHH�LQ�(/$��UHYHDO�
D�JUHDWHU�HPSKDVLV�RQ�FRPSOH[LW\��
HYLGHQFH��NQRZOHGJH�LQ�(/$��DQG�
PRUH�IRFXV��ULJRU��DQG�FRKHUHQFH�LQ�
PDWKHPDWLFV��

7KH�VDPSOH�LWHPV�DQG�WDVNV�SURWRW\SHV�
UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�FRQVRUWLD�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FRRUGLQDWLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
DQG�DVVHVVPHQW�SUDFWLFHV��6KLIWV�LQ�ERWK�
DUHQDV�QHFHVVLWDWH�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�DQDO\VLV�
RI�FXUUHQW�SUDFWLFHV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�
H[LVWLQJ�V\VWHPV�VWDFN�XS�DJDLQVW�IXWXUH�
QHHGV��7KH�PRYH�WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�
LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SLYRW�SRLQW��DQG�VWDWHV�
DQG�GLVWULFWV�PXVW�EHJLQ�QRZ�

Watch the Video

Watch the Video

Watch the Video                                       AEE 
Webinar on PARCC & SBAC

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
http://media.all4ed.org/webinar-oct-2-2012
http://media.all4ed.org/webinar-oct-2-2012
http://media.all4ed.org/webinar-oct-2-2012


:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�GHWHUPLQLQJ�
UHDGLQHVV��VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�PXVW�
FRQVLGHU�D�QXPEHU�RI�IDFWRUV��UDQJLQJ�
IURP�PHDVXUDEOH�YDULDEOHV��VXFK�DV�
KRZ�H[LVWLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�VWDFNV�XS�
DJDLQVW�PLQLPXP�UHTXLUHPHQWV��WR�
PRUH�FRPSOH[�IDFWRUV��VXFK�DV�VWDII�
DQG�FRPPXQLW\�UHDGLQHVV��SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�QHHGV��DQG�SODQV�
IRU�RYHUDOO�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VKLIWV�DQG�
WHFKQRORJ\�LQWHJUDWLRQ��

Readiness factors
,Q�-DQXDU\�������3$5&&�DQG�6PDUWHU�
%DODQFHG�DZDUGHG�D�FRQWUDFW�WR�
3HDUVRQ�WR�GHYHORS�DQG�DGPLQLVWHU�D�
7HFKQRORJ\�5HDGLQHVV�7RRO��6(7'$�KDV�
EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�ERWK�
PDMRU�FRQVRUWLD�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�
UHDGLQHVV�E\�VHUYLQJ�DQ�DGYLVRU\�UROH�
RQ�WKH�FRQVRUWLD¶V�DFWLYLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�7HFKQRORJ\�
5HDGLQHVV�7RRO��

7KH�WRRO��WKH�¿UVW�LWHUDWLRQ�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�
ODXQFKHG�LQ�VSULQJ�������LV�PHDQW�WR�
EH�XVHG�DV�DQ�LQYHQWRU\�WR�WDNH�VWRFN�
RI�FXUUHQW�GHYLFHV��RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPV��
DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��7KH�WRRO�LV�LQWHQGHG�
WR�HYROYH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�
RQ�JRLQJ�SODQQLQJ��'DWD�FDQ�EH�HQWHUHG�
DW�DQ\�WLPH�VR�WKDW�VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�
can assess readiness and the consortia 
FDQ�SHULRGLFDOO\�FROOHFW�³VQDSVKRWV´�
RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�GDWD��&ROOHFWHG�GDWD�
ZLOO�EH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�VWDWH�HGXFDWLRQ�
VWDNHKROGHUV�DQG�XVHG�IRU�DQDO\VLV�
DORQJVLGH�PLQLPXP�DQG�UHFRPPHQGHG�
UHTXLUHPHQWV��:KLOH�WKHUH�ZDV�OLPLWHG�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FROOHFWLRQ�SHULRG��
WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�7HFKQRORJ\�
5HDGLQHVV�7RRO�XQFRYHUHG�HQRXJK�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�KHOS�JXLGH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
PLQLPXP�WHFKQRORJ\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IURP�
HDFK�FRQVRUWLD�20  

Determining reaDineSS 
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Considerations for Next-
Generation Assessments: 
Data, Technology & Online 
Testing: A Roadmap to 2014 
provides guidance and five 
action steps for making a 
smooth transition to online 
assessments.21  

http://techreadiness.org/t/TechnologyReadinessTool/launch.html
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics


smaRteR BalanCed minimum teChnoloGy RequiRements23 

Operating system Minimum Smarter Balanced 
requirements for current computers

Recommended Smarter 
Balanced minimum for new 
purchases

Windows Windows XP (service pack 3) Pentium 233 
MHz processor; 128 MB RAM, 52 MB hard 
drive free space

Windows 7+1 GHz 
processor; 1 GB RAM, 80 
GB hard drive

Mac OS X Mac OS X 10.4.4 Macintosh computer 
with Intel x86 or PowerPC G3 (300 MHz) 
processor; 256 MB RAM, 200 MB hard 
drive free space

Mac OS X 10.7+1 GHz 
processor; 1 GB RAM, 80 
GB hard drive

Linux Linux (Ubuntu 9-10, Fedora 6) Pentium II 
or AMD K6-III 233 MHz processor; 64 MB 
RAM, 52 MB hard drive free space

Linux (Ubuntu 11.10, Fedora 
16) 1 GHz processor; 1 GB 
RAM, 80 GB hard drive

iOS iPads 2 and 3 running iOS6 iPads running iOS6

Android Android-based tablets running Android Android-based tablets 
running Android 4.0+

Additional purchasing guidelines24

1 GHz processor, 1 GB RAM, 9.5-inch screen (10-inch class); screen resolution of 1024 x 768; network: must 
be able to connect to the Internet; form factors: desktops, laptops, netbooks, virtual desktops, and thin client 
tablets (iPad, Windows, and Android) and hybrid laptop/tablets that meet the above specifications; and 
additional accessories: headphones may be required for audio support, and physical keyboards

11



PaRCC minimum teChnoloGy RequiRements25

Operating system

Operating system

Additional Guidelines

Additional Guidelines

desktop, laptop, netbook, and thin Client/Vdi Computers

tablets

Minimum Specifications

Minimum Specifications

Recommended Specifications

Recommended Specifications

Windows

Android

www.parcconline.org/technology 

Memory

Memory

Linux

Windows

Connectivity

Additional

Connectivity

Mac OS X

Apple iOS

Screen Requirements

Screen Requirements

Input Device 
Requirements

Security

Security

Chrome OS

Windows XP3 – Service Pack 3

Android 4.0

512 MB of RAM

1 GB RAM

1 GB RAM or greater

1 GB RAM or greater

Ubuntu 9-10, Fedora 6

Windows 8

Computers must be able to connect to the Internet via wired or wireless 
networks.

Smaller tablets (screen size less than 9.5”), e-readers, and smart 
phones will not be supported and will not be compatible with 
PARCC assessments for 2014-2015.

Must be able to connect to the Internet via wired or wireless networks.

Mac OS 10.5

iPad 2 running OS 6

9.5 inch screen size or larger
1024 x 768 resolution or better

9.5 inch screen size or larger
1024 x 768 resolution or better

External Keyboard (mechanical or physical keyboard)

Eligible devices of any type or operating system must have the 
administrative tools and capabilities to “lock down” the device to 
temporarily disable features, functionalities, and applications that could 
present a security risk during test administration. 

Eligible devices of any type or operating system must have the 
administrative tools and capabilities to “lock down” the device to 
temporarily disable features, functionalities, and applications that 
could present a security risk during test administration. 

Chrome OS 19

Windows 7 or newer

Android 4.0 or newer

Linux: Ubuntu 11.10, Fedora 16 or 
newer11.10, Fedora 16 or newer

Windows 8 or newer

Mac OS 10.7 or newer

iPad 2 or 3 running iOS6

Chrome OS 19

12

www.parcconline.org/technology


13

7KH�7HFKQRORJ\�5HDGLQHVV�7RRO�
SURYLGHV�MXVW�RQH�H[DPSOH�RI�WRROV�
DYDLODEOH�WR�KHOS�GLVWULFW�DQG�VWDWH�
OHDGHUV�HYDOXDWH�FXUUHQW�WHFKQRORJ\�
FDSDELOLWLHV��LGHQWLI\�JDSV��WDUJHW�
DVVLVWDQFH��EXLOG�DZDUHQHVV��DQG�LQIRUP�
SODQQLQJ��7RROV�VXFK�DV�(GXFDWLRQ�
6XSHU�+LJKZD\�DQG�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG¶V�
RZQ�%DQGZLGWK�$QDO\]HU provide states 
DQG�GLVWULFWV�ZLWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
WKHLU�FXUUHQW�EURDGEDQG�FDSDELOLWLHV�
DQG�ZKHUH�DGGLWLRQDO�LQYHVWPHQW�PLJKW�
EH�QHHGHG��(IIRUWV�VXFK�DV�/RXLVLDQD¶V�
7HFKQRORJ\�)RRWSULQW�SURYLGH�D�PRGHO�
IRU�D�VWDWHZLGH�VXSSRUW�V\VWHP�WR�DVVLVW�
GLVWULFWV�LQ�HYDOXDWLQJ��SODQQLQJ��DQG�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�VKLIW�WR�&&66�DQG�WKH�
UHODWHG�DVVHVVPHQWV��

technology Guidelines
%RWK�WHVWLQJ�FRQVRUWLD�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�
WKH�PLQLPXP�WHFKQRORJ\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�VWDWHV��7KH�FRQVRUWLD�
SURYLGH�D�VHW�RI�WHVWLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
IRU�FXUUHQW�FRPSXWHUV�DQG�D�VHW�RI�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�QHZ�SXUFKDVHV��7KH�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DUH�LQWHQGHG�WR�
JXLGH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�RQOLQH�WHVWLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWV�LQ�WKH���������VFKRRO�
\HDU�DQG�GR�QRW�LPSO\�WKDW�PHHWLQJ�
WKH�PLQLPXPV�IRU�WHVWLQJ�DUH�VXI¿FLHQW�
WR�HQVXUH�KLJK�TXDOLW\�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
HQYLURQPHQWV�22  

moving Beyond 
Compliance
%DODQFLQJ�WHVW�GHVLJQ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�
DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�D�VXUYH\�RI�
WHFKQRORJ\�UHDGLQHVV�LQ�$PHULFDQ�
VFKRROV��WKH�VWDWH�WHVWLQJ�FRQVRUWLD�
SXEOLVKHG�PLQLPXP�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�
RQOLQH�WHVWLQJ��7R�DYRLG�WULJJHULQJ�QHZ�
KDUGZDUH�SXUFKDVHV�MXVW�IRU�WHVWLQJ�
SXUSRVHV��WKH�FRQVRUWLD�KDYH�DJUHHG�
WR�VXSSRUW�ROG�RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPV�DQG�
WR�SURYLGH�D�ORQJ�WHVWLQJ�ZLQGRZ�IRU�
VFKRROV�ZLWK�IHZ�FRPSXWHUV��7KHVH�

PLQLPXP�JXLGHOLQHV�GR�QRW�UHSUHVHQW�
UHFRPPHQGHG�WHVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��DQG�
FHUWDLQO\�GR�QRW�UHÀHFW�UHFRPPHQGHG�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VHWWLQJV��

0LQLPXP�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
DUH�MXVW�WKDW�±�WKH�EDUH�PLQLPXP�
WHFKQLFDO�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�QHHGHG�IRU�WKH�
WHFKQRORJ\�WR�ZRUN��,W�LV�FULWLFDO�WKDW�
GLVWULFWV�SODQ�QRW�IRU�WKH�PLQLPXP��EXW�
IRU�ZKDW�LV�QHHGHG�WR�GHOLYHU�D�KLJK�
TXDOLW\�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
DQG�WHDFKHUV��

7KH����ZHHN�WHVWLQJ�ZLQGRZ�PD\�
DFFRPPRGDWH�VWXGHQW�WR�FRPSXWHU�
UDWLRV�DV�KLJK�DV�����ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�
VKLIWV�LQ�D�WHVWLQJ�ODE��EXW�WKDW�ZRXOG�
IXQGDPHQWDOO\�GLVUXSW�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
SURJUDP�IRU�VHYHUDO�ZHHNV�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�\HDU��/RZ�VWXGHQW�WR�FRPSXWHU�
UDWLRV�ZRXOG�DOVR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�QR�ORZ�WHFK�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�WKH�RQOLQH�WHVWLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQW�

5HO\LQJ�RQ�ROG�RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPV�DQG�
OLPLWHG�FRPSXWHU�DFFHVV�DOVR�OLPLWV�
WHDFKHUV¶�DELOLW\�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�
RI�RQOLQH�IRUPDWLYH�DQG�GLDJQRVWLF�
DVVHVVPHQWV��DQG�VWXGHQWV¶�DELOLW\�WR�
EHQH¿W�IURP�SHUVRQDOL]HG�DQG�DGDSWLYH�
LQVWUXFWLRQ��2OGHU�V\VWHPV�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�
LQFUHDVH�RYHUDOO�WHFKQRORJ\�FRVWV�
GXH�WR�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�ZLWK�
RWKHU�V\VWHPV��GHYLFHV��VRIWZDUH��
DQG�VHUYLFHV��2OGHU�V\VWHPV�DQG�
OLPLWHG�FRPSXWHU�DFFHVV�SHUSHWXDWHV�
D�V\VWHP�RI�³ERWK��EXW�QRW�HQRXJK�
RI�HLWKHU´�±�VFKRROV�VWUXJJOH�WR�EX\�
HQRXJK�WH[WERRNV�DQG�ZRUNERRNV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�FRPSXWHU�WHFKQRORJ\��'HYLFH�
SULFHV�KDYH�GURSSHG�VXI¿FLHQWO\�WKDW�
LW�LV�FKHDSHU�WR�JLYH�VWXGHQWV�D�WDEOHW�
ZLWK�GLJLWDO�FRQWHQW�WKDQ�D�EDFNSDFN�RI�
WH[WERRNV��,W¶V�WLPH�WR�PDNH�WKH�VKLIW�

formative assessments 
to improve instruction 

Teachers are being asked 
to learn and implement 
new college- and career-
ready standards and 
prepare students for the 
next generation of tests. 
Formative assessment can 
help guide teachers in these 
pursuits. New classroom tools 
make it easier for teachers 
to check for understanding 
and personalize 
instruction. Web-based 
tools like MasteryConnect, 
ASSISTments, and 
Naiku make it easy for 
teachers to find and use 
standards-aligned formative 
assessments to check 
progress towards college- and 
career-readiness standards.  
Adaptive instructional systems 
like Dreambox, i-Ready, and 
CompassLearning combine 
the diagnostic power of 
adaptive assessment with 

http://www.educationsuperhighway.org/
http://www.educationsuperhighway.org/
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
http://www.doe.state.la.us/footprint/
http://www.doe.state.la.us/footprint/
http://www.masteryconnect.com/
http://www.assistments.org/
http://www.naiku.net/
http://www.dreambox.com/
http://www.i-ready.com/
http://www.compasslearning.com/nwea
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7KH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�
LQ�WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU�SURYLGHV�D�
XVHIXO�LPSHWXV�WR�GHYHORS�KLJK�DFFHVV�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQWV��&RXQWULHV�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�GLVWULFWV�DURXQG�
WKH�QDWLRQ��KDYH�PDGH�WKH�VKLIW�ZLWK�
JUHDW�UHVXOWV��7KHUH�LV�QR�UDWLRQDO�
MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�RQOLQH�
WHVWLQJ�LQ�D�ORZ�DFFHVV�HQYLURQPHQW�±�LW�
LV�FRQFHLYDEOH��LW�LV�MXVW�D�EDG�LGHD�DQG�D�
PLVVHG�OHDGHUVKLS�RSSRUWXQLW\��

7KH�FRQVRUWLD�DUH�OHDGLQJ�WKH�VKLIW�
WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�EHFDXVH�WKH�
QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�EH�EHWWHU�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�RI�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ��
SURYLGH�TXLFNHU�IHHGEDFN�WR�VWXGHQWV�
DQG�WHDFKHUV��DQG�ZLOO�EH�OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�
WR�DGPLQLVWHU��6FKRROV�FDQ�WDNH�
DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKHVH�EHQH¿WV�HYHU\�GD\�LQ�
D�KLJK�DFFHVV�HQYLURQPHQW��7KH�VKLIW�WR�
RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�LV�D�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLW\�
IRU�DQ�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�XSGDWH�DQG�D�
FRPSXWHU�XSJUDGH��

$GYLFH�IURP�6(7'$�IXUWKHU�H[SDQGV�
RQ�WKLV�QRWLRQ��*HRIIUH\�)OHWFKHU�
QRWHV�WKDW�HYDOXDWLQJ�D�GLVWULFW¶V�
UHDGLQHVV�IRU�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�
LQFOXGHV�³HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\�
UHTXLUHG�IRU�WHVWLQJ�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�WHVWLQJ�REVROHWH��
FRRUGLQDWLQJ�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�
LQLWLDWLYHV�DQG�GLJLWDO�FRQWHQW�DQG�
RQOLQH�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�
OHYHUDJH�D�VLQJOH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��DQG�
HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�
DUH�VXI¿FLHQWO\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�RQOLQH�
DVVHVVPHQWV�´27��6(7'$¶V�UHFHQWO\�
UHOHDVHG�Technology Readiness for 
College and Career Ready Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment advises 
SROLF\PDNHUV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHDGHUV�
WR�FRQVLGHU�PLQLPXP�WHFKQRORJ\�
VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�³LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�IXOO�
UDQJH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�LVVXHV�VFKRROV�
DUH�DGGUHVVLQJ�WRGD\´�DQG�VWURQJO\�
HQFRXUDJHV�WKHP�WR�³XQGHUWDNH�
D�SURDFWLYH�V\VWHPV�DSSURDFK�WR�
DGGUHVVLQJ�VFKRRO�WHFKQRORJ\�QHHGV�
IRU�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��H[SOLFLWO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�
WKH�SUHVHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�WHFKQRORJ\�
QHHGV�WR�PHHW�FXUULFXODU��LQVWUXFWLRQDO��
DVVHVVPHQW��SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�
DQG�VFKRRO�RSHUDWLRQV�JRDOV�´28

the Case for high-access 
environments

The introduction of tablets in 
2010 and the drop in laptop 
prices make devices for every 
student affordable. The use of 
open resources could make it 
cheaper to provide a tablet than a 
backpack full of books. 

12 benefits of high-access 
environments:

�� Leverage content-embedded 
assessments (e.g., learning 
games, simulations);

�� Allow frequent, free, and easy-
to-administer formative and 
benchmark assessments;

�� Power adaptive instruction 
(i.e., adaptive assessments 
linked to units of instruction);

�� Encourage more student 
writing and more structured 
feedback; 

�� Can extend the learning day 
and year, and allow students 
to learn anywhere, any time;

�� Expand access to great 
teachers and great learning 
opportunities;

�� Connect parents and siblings 
to learning opportunities;

�� Make it easier to differentiate 
instruction;

�� Help students move at their 
own pace (i.e., competency 
based); 

�� Leverage teacher talent 
in many ways (e.g., 
OpportunityCulture.org); and

�� Match testing environments.

http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=350&name=DLFE-1628.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=350&name=DLFE-1628.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=350&name=DLFE-1628.pdf
http://opportunityculture.org/


eXhibit:                                                                                              
which states are lighting the path to the next generation of assessments? 

DElAwArE has a law that requires 
all state-mandated assessments 
– including summative annual 
assessments, EOC exams, and/or high 
school exit exams – to be administered 
digitally. The Delaware Comprehensive 
Assessment System consists of online 
testing in reading and mathematics 
for grades 3-8 and EOC online testing 
for high school students in ELA, 

mathematics, and science. Delaware has developed 
criteria for implementing mandated summative online 
assessments. Criteria have also been established in 
the following areas: bandwidth capacity, hardware 
requirements, software requirements, length of testing 
window, and budgetary support for state-mandated 
online summative testing.

GEorGiA 
offers online 
administrations of 
its EOC tests and 
criterion-referenced 
competency tests 
(retests are only 
online). Georgia 
has developed 
criteria for 

implementing mandated summative online 
assessments. Criteria have also been 
established in the following areas: bandwidth 
capacity, hardware requirements, software 
requirements, length of testing window, and 
flexibility in allowing testing on demand for 
those ready to demonstrate mastery.

VirGiniA has a law that requires any state-mandated assessments 
– including summative annual assessments, EOC exams, and/or high 
school exit exams – to be administered digitally, either online or on a 
computer. Virginia state law requires state-mandated assessments, 
including annual assessments and EOC exams (some required for high 
school graduation) to be administered online or on a computer unless 
a student has a documented need for a paper/pencil test. The state 

supports school districts in providing digital formative assessments (there is no current plan to implement this 
at the state level). State-mandated assessments include: reading and EOC reading, grades 3-8; mathematics 
and EOC algebra I, EOC geometry, and EOC algebra II, grades 3-8; writing and EOC writing, grades 5 and 8; 
science and EOC Earth science, EOC biology, and EOC chemistry, grades 3, 5, and 8; grade 3 history, Virginia 
studies, U.S. history to 1865, U.S. history from 1865, and EOC world history to 1500, EOC world history from 
1500 to the present, EOC world geography, and EOC Virginia and U.S. history. Virginia has developed criteria for 
implementing mandated summative online assessments. Hardware requirements include a minimum processor 
of Windows P III 733 MHz and Macintosh G3 500 MHz for TestNav and Intel Core 2 or i5 for Proctor Caching. 
Software requirements include Pearson TestNav and Proctor Caching. The length of the testing window is 
approximately four weeks, which is selected by each school division from within the wider state testing window. 
Virginia provides three annual test administrations (fall, spring, and summer). Financial support for technology 
hardware and infrastructure includes $50,000 per division and $26,000 per school in the division annually 
(statewide annual total is approximately $59 million).

States across the country are making the shift to online assignments, and some states are 
much further along than others. The policy landscape is rapidly changing, with more states 
coming on board every day as the 2014-15 implementation date nears. This list, drawn 
from SETDA’s State Education Policy Center, provides an overview of current state policies 
related to online assessments. 
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MArylAnD’s online testing is optional. High 
school assessments (EOC exams in algebra/data 
analysis, English, biology, and government) have 
been available online for students since 2009. Online 
versions of the Maryland School Assessment (MSA), 
given to all students in grades 3-8, are currently 
being phased in. The MSA in reading is being 
offered online for the first time in 2012-13, but only 
in grades 5 and 7. The MSA for science, given to 
grades 5 and 8, has been available since 2007.] 

FloriDA has 
a law that requires 
any state-mandated 
assessments – 
including summative 
annual assessments, 
EOC exams, and/
or high school 
exit exams – to be 
administered digitally, 
either online or on a 

computer. FCAT 2.0 and Florida EOC assessments 
are the current statewide tests and are now being 
transitioned to online. Florida has developed criteria 
for implementing mandated summative online 
assessments. Criteria have also been established in 
the following areas: bandwidth capacity, hardware 
requirements, software requirements, and length of 
testing window.

UTAh has a law that 
requires all state-mandated 
assessments – including 
summative annual 
assessments, EOC exams, 
and/or high school exit 
exams – to be administered 
digitally, either online or on 
a computer. State-mandated 
assessments include: direct 

writing assessment, grades 5 and 8; ELA CRTs, 
grades 3-11; mathematics CRTs, grades 3-8 (algebra 
and geometry); science CRTs, grades 4-8 (Earth 
systems science, biology, chemistry, and physics). 
Utah has developed criteria for implementing 
mandated summative online assessments. Criteria 
have also been established in the following areas: 
bandwidth requirements, hardware requirements, 
software requirements, length of testing window, and 
budgetary support. Utah provides multiple testing 
windows to accommodate instruction ending at 
various points during the school year.

loUiSiAnA has a law 
that requires any state-
mandated assessments 
– including summative 
annual assessments, 
EOC exams, and/or high 
school exit exams – to 
be administered digitally, 
either online or on a 

computer. Current online EOC tests are given to 
high school students in the following subjects: 
algebra I, English II, geometry, biology, English III, 
and American history. Student scores are used for 
making graduation and course grade decisions. 
Louisiana has developed criteria for implementing 
mandated summative online assessments. Criteria 
have also been established in the following areas: 
bandwidth capacity, hardware requirements, 
software requirements (partial), length of testing 
window for online EOC tests, and budgetary 
support criteria (under development). (Note: 
Louisiana’s Technology Footprint initiative provides 
an outstanding model of a statewide strategy for 
planning, implementation, and execution of the shift 
to CCSS and online assessments.)

Which states are lighting the path to the next generation of assessments?  (continued)

16

http://www.doe.state.la.us/footprint/
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2QOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�FUHDWHV�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�EHWWHU�DQG�OHVV�
H[SHQVLYH�VWDWH�WHVWV�ZLWK�UDSLG�
UHVXOWV��7KH����PRQWK�WLPHOLQH�EHIRUH�
WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU�SURYLGHV�WKH�
perfect incentive to phase in better 
DFFHVV�WR�WHFKQRORJ\��VKLIW�WR�GLJLWDO�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV��LQFRUSRUDWH�
SRZHUIXO�GLJLWDO�WRROV��DQG�FUHDWH�
HI¿FLHQW�EOHQGHG�VFKRRO�PRGHOV��:KLOH�
WKHUH�PD\�EH�DQ�XUJH�WR�VHW�WKH�EDU�
ORZ�ZLWK�PLQLPXP�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�
SURWHFW�OHJDF\�V\VWHPV��WKLV�LV�WKH�
WLPH�WR�VHL]H�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�EURDG�
DQG�V\VWHPLF�XSGDWHV�WR�$PHULFDQ�
HGXFDWLRQ��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DGYLFH�
WR�VWDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�
VSHFL¿F�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DQG�WRS�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��

advice to states and 
districts

1. Match the teaching and testing 
environments.�5HFRJQL]H�WKDW�
WKH�FRQVRUWLD�DUH�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�
DFFRPPRGDWH�OLPLWHG�DFFHVV�
DQG�ROG�WHFKQRORJ\��EXW�GRQ¶W�
XVH�WKHVH�PLQLPXPV�DV�LGHDO�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��$�ORQJ�WHVWLQJ�
ZLQGRZ�����ZHHNV�EHIRUH�WKH�
HQG�RI�VFKRRO��DQG�VKLIWLQJ�NLGV�
WKURXJK�D�FRPSXWHU�ODE�ZLWK�D�
FRPSXWHU�IRU�HYHU\�IRXU�VWXGHQWV�
PD\�EH�ORJLVWLFDOO\�FRQFHLYDEOH�IRU�
WHVWLQJ��EXW�LW�ZRXOG�SRVH�D�KXJH�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�GLVUXSWLRQ��6FKRROV�
VKRXOG�PDNH�WHVWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�
DV�FORVH�WR�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�
DV�SRVVLEOH��6FKRROV�VKRXOG�
SODQ�IRU�ZKDW�W\SH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�
WKH\�QHHG�WR�GHOLYHU�WKH�GLJLWDO�

1

reCommenDationS
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OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�VWXGHQWV�
DUH�GHPDQGLQJ��3ODQ�WR�PDWFK�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�ZLWK�
WHVWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�ZLWK�WLPH�
RQOLQH�HYHU\�GD\�IRU�HYHU\�VWXGHQW��
,GHDOO\��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�WHVW�
RQ�WKH�VDPH�GHYLFHV�WKH\�XVH�
HYHU\�GD\�IRU�OHDUQLQJ��&RPELQH�
WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLWK�RWKHU�WRROV�
WKDW�OLQN�DGDSWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�
WR�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�XQLWV�WR�JLYH�
VWXGHQWV�UHJXODU�&&66�DOLJQHG�
IHHGEDFN�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ��3KDVH�LQ�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�WHFKQRORJ\��(QFRXUDJH�
VWXGHQWV�WR�EULQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�GHYLFHV�
DQG�VXSSRUW�HTXLWDEOH�DFFHVV�30  
5RWDWH�VWXGHQWV��LQ�FODVV�RU�LQ�ODE��
WKURXJK�DQ�RQOLQH�HQYLURQPHQW�
GDLO\��7KH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�
UHTXLUH�WHDFKHUV�WR�WHDFK�GLIIHUHQWO\�
DQG�VWXGHQWV�WR�OHDUQ�GLIIHUHQWO\��
7KH�GDLO\�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WHDFKHUV�
DQG�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�HYROYH�WR�PDWFK�
WKH�ZD\�ERWK�ZLOO�EH�HYDOXDWHG�

2. Shift to digital instructional 
materials.�6WDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�
VKRXOG�IROORZ�)ORULGD¶V�OHDG�WR�
PDNH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WUDQVLWLRQ�
WR�GLJLWDO�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�E\�
������:KHUH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�
DUH�UHIHUHQFHG�LQ�VWDWH�ODZ��WKH\�
VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�GLJLWDO�WH[WERRNV�
DQG�FRQWHQW�WKH�ZD\�,QGLDQD�GRHV��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGLQJ�GLJLWDO�
FRQWHQW�DV�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�OHJLVODWLYH�
GH¿QLWLRQV��VWDWHV�OLNH�,QGLDQD�
DQG�7H[DV�KDYH�SURYLGHG�VFKRRO�
GLVWULFWV�ZLWK�PRQHWDU\�ÀH[LELOLW\�WR�
DOORZ�³WH[WERRN�PRQH\´�WR�EH�XVHG�
WR�SXUFKDVH�GHYLFHV�VXFK�DV�WDEOHWV�
DQG�ODSWRSV�WR�H[SDQG�WHDFKHU�DQG�
VWXGHQW�DFFHVV�WR�GLJLWDO�FRQWHQW��

6(7'$¶V�Out of Print: Reimagining 
the K-12 Textbook in the Digital Age 
KLJKOLJKWV�VWDWHV�WKDW�DUH�OHDGLQJ�
WKH�ZD\�LQ�DGRSWLQJ�GLJLWDO�PDWHULDOV�
DQG�SURYLGLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��
GHWHUPLQLQJ�VXFFHVV�IDFWRUV��DQG�
VKDULQJ�JXLGLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�
PDNLQJ�WKH�VKLIW�31 

3. Boost access.�'/1�UHFHQWO\�
UHOHDVHG�D�SDSHU��Funding the 
Shift to Digital Learning: Three 
Strategies for Funding Sustainable 
High-Access Environments��ZKLFK�
RXWOLQHV�KRZ�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�FDQ�
DIIRUG�WKH�VKLIW�±�LW�MXVW�WDNHV�
OHDGHUVKLS�RYHU�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�
RI�WUDQVLWLRQ��)RFXV�RQ�WHVW�
UHDG\�GHYLFHV��H�J���EH�FDXWLRXV�
RI�SXUFKDVLQJ���LQFK�WDEOHWV�
WKDW�ZRQ¶W�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�
DVVHVVPHQW�FRQVRUWLD��WKDW�KDYH�
WKH�DGGHG�EHQH¿W�RI�LPSURYLQJ�
WKH�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��6WDWHV�
VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�ZD\V�WR�FRQWULEXWH�
WR�WKH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������FRVW�
SHU�VWXGHQW�SHU�\HDU�WR�VXVWDLQ�
D�KLJK�DFFHVV�HQYLURQPHQW��
([SORUH�ZD\V�WR�PD[LPL]H�(�UDWH�
IXQGLQJ�DQG�FRQVLGHU�IRUPLQJ�D�
EXON�SXUFKDVLQJ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�
SDUWQHU�GLVWULFWV�RU�WKURXJK�VWDWH�
HIIRUWV�OLNH�3HQQV\OYDQLD¶V�3(330��
6WDWHV�VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�MRLQLQJ�WKH�
MRLQW�SURFXUHPHQW�HIIRUW�EHLQJ�OHG�
E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�0DLQH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�6WDWH�
3URFXUHPHQW�2IILFLDOV�WR�ORZHU�WKH�
FRVW�RI�GHYLFHV�IRU�WKHLU�VFKRROV�

In “Start Your Online Testing 
Engines,” three principals share 
their experiences with preparing 
for and transitioning to online 
assessments. Geoff Fletcher, 
Deputy Executive Director for 
SETDA and the article’s author, 
indicates that “none of the 
principals interviewed got online 
assessment right the first time. 
Few will.”29  Fletcher also offers 
two big questions that school 
leaders must answer as the new 
assessments quickly approach: 

1. Do I have enough (and the 
right kinds of) hardware to 
administer online tests to all 
the appropriate students? 

2. Do I have enough 
bandwidth and Internet 
access to have a large 
number of students 
taking these tests online 
simultaneously?

2

3

http://sepc.setda.org/state/IN/instructional-materials/definitions/
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=321&name=DLFE-1598.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=321&name=DLFE-1598.pdf
http://digitallearningnow.com/dln-smart-series/
http://digitallearningnow.com/dln-smart-series/
http://digitallearningnow.com/dln-smart-series/
http://digitallearningnow.com/dln-smart-series/
http://www.peppm.org/
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/rfp/
http://setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=300&name=DLFE-1355.pdf
http://setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=300&name=DLFE-1355.pdf
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4. Plan for the greater shift. 
&RRUGLQDWH�WHFKQRORJ\�SODQQLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�DQG�DFURVV�VWDWHV�E\�
OHYHUDJLQJ�WKH�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�
IRUXPV�RI�6(7'$�DQG�WKH�&RXQFLO�
RI�6FKRRO�1HWZRUNLQJ��&R61���
³7KH�VKLIW�WR�FRPSXWHU�EDVHG�DQG�
RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�LV�RQO\�RQH�
SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�DQG�ORQJHU�WHUP�
VKLIW�LQ�.����HGXFDWLRQ�WRZDUG�
GLJLWDO�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV��
RQOLQH�OHDUQLQJ��GDWD�V\VWHPV��
IRUPDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW��RQOLQH�
SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�
VFKRRO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�WRROV�´�
VD\V�6(7'$��³3ODQQLQJ��GHSOR\LQJ��
DQG�PDQDJLQJ�WKHVH�LQYHVWPHQWV�
�LQFUHDVLQJO\�EHLQJ�PDGH�DW�WKH�
VFDOH�RI�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�
WKH\�FDQ�EHFRPH�SDUW�RI�D�VLQJOH��
LQWHURSHUDEOH�V\VWHP�ZLOO�EH�YLWDO�
WR�ERWK�WKHLU�EHLQJ�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH�
DQG�HDV\�WR�XVH�´32��2YHUDOO��VWDWHV�
DQG�GLVWULFWV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�WR�FUHDWH�
D�ÀH[LEOH�V\VWHP�QRZ�WKDW�FDQ�
SDYH�WKH�ZD\�IRU�IXUWKHU�FKDQJHV�
ODWHU�±�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�
WR�FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ��
EOHQGHG�OHDUQLQJ��HWF��

5. Support blends.�&UHDWH�LQFHQWLYHV�
IRU�EOHQGHG�VFKRRO�PRGHOV�WR�
LPSURYH�WKH�UHWXUQ�RQ�LQYHVWPHQW�
RI�LPSURYHG�DFFHVV��8VH�WKH�1H[W�
*HQHUDO�/HDUQLQJ�&KDOOHQJH as a 
JUDQW�PDNLQJ�WHPSODWH��8VH�)6*¶V�
%OHQGHG�/HDUQLQJ�JXLGH�DQG�FDVH�
VWXGLHV��IXQGHG�E\�WKH�0LFKDHO�DQG�
6XVDQ�'HOO�)RXQGDWLRQ��WR�GHYHORS�
\RXU�RZQ�EOHQGHG�OHDUQLQJ�PRGHO��
7KH�,QQRVLJKW�,QVWLWXWH�DOVR�KDV�D�
QXPEHU�RI�JXLGHV��ZKLWHSDSHUV��DQG�
FDVH�VWXGLHV�WR�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�WKH�
PRGHO�WKDW�EHVW�PHHWV�\RXU�QHHGV�

6. Boost broadband.�'LVWULFWV�VKRXOG�
WHVW�EURDGEDQG�DFFHVV�DJDLQVW�
6(7'$�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��ZKLFK�
DUH�DGHTXDWH�IRU�PRVW�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
PRGHOV�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�HQRXJK�IRU�
WHVW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���%\�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��VWDWHV�VKRXOG�
KDYH�KDG�DOO�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�UXQ�
D�JDS�DQDO\VLV�XVLQJ�WRROV�VXFK�
as the 7HFKQRORJ\�5HDGLQHVV�
6XUYH\��(GXFDWLRQ�6XSHU�+LJKZD\��
RU�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG¶V�%DQGZLGWK�
$QDO\]HU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�
EURDGEDQG�FDSDELOLWLHV�DQG�ZKHUH�
DGGLWLRQDO�LQYHVWPHQW�PLJKW�EH�
QHHGHG��

7. Invest in teaching training��
6WDWHV�DQG�GLVWULFWV�VKRXOG�VSRQVRU�
D�YDULHW\�RI�&RPPRQ�&RUH�DQG�
RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQW�OHDUQLQJ�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WHDFKHUV��7HDFKHUV�
DQG�VFKRRO�OHDGHUV�PXVW�KDYH�
PHDQLQJIXO�SUDFWLFH�±�LQ�ERWK�
IRUPDO�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�
VHVVLRQV�DQG�LQIRUPDOO\�WKURXJK�
UHJXODU�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�
VHWWLQJ�±�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHFRPH�
FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�WKHVH�VKLIWV�EHIRUH�
WKH�IXOO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
DVVHVVPHQWV��3$5&&�UHOHDVHG�
an LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�JXLGH�DQG�ZLOO�
KDYH�3URIHVVLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�
0RGXOHV�DQG�2QOLQH�3URIHVVLRQDO�
/HDUQLQJ�0RGXOHV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�
VSULQJ�������6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�
ZLOO�FRQYHQH�WHDFKHU�FDGUHV�IURP�
PHPEHU�VWDWHV�LQ�VXPPHU�������LQ�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�ODXQFKLQJ�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�PDWHULDOV�DQG�D�IXOO�
GLJLWDO�OLEUDU\�RI�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�
SURIHVVLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ�UHVRXUFHV��
&&66�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�
UHVRXUFHV�DUH�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�IURP�
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http://www.setda.org/
http://www.cosn.org/
http://setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
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https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
https://sbac.tds.airast.org/networkdiag/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?section=sectionDiagnostics
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VRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Federation of Teachers on 6KDUH�
0\�/HVVRQ��DQG�WKH�&RXQFLO�
RI�&KLHI�6WDWH�6FKRRO�2IILFHUV 
UHOHDVHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�UHVRXUFHV 
LQFOXGLQJ�D�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�(QJOLVK�
/DQJXDJH�3UR¿FLHQF\�'HYHORSPHQW�
6WDQGDUGV��

8. Learn from other states��6WDWHV�
WKDW�DUH�DW�WKH�HDUOLHVW�VWDJHV�RI�
WKH�VKLIW�WR�RQOLQH�DVVHVVPHQWV�
VKRXOG�OHDUQ�IURP�SLRQHHULQJ�
VWDWHV��6HH�H[KLELW�RQ�SDJHV����
DQG������6WDWHV�FDQ�VDYH�WLPH�E\�
DGDSWLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�
OHDUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�
VWDWHV�WKDW�DUH�IDUWKHU�DORQJ�WKH�
SDWK�WR�HTXLWDEOH�VWXGHQW�DFFHVV�WR�
KLJK�TXDOLW\�GLJLWDO�OHDUQLQJ��$�IHZ�
VWDWHZLGH�H[DPSOHV�LQFOXGH�0DLQH¶V�
/HDUQLQJ�7HFKQRORJ\�,QLWLDWLYH and 
LWV�QHZ�5HTXHVW�IRU�3URSRVDOV 
WR�QHJRWLDWH�ORZHU�GHYLFH�SULFHV��
3HQQV\OYDQLD¶V�$FW�����(�IXQG��
ZKLFK�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�DFFHOHUDWH�
EURDGEDQG�GHSOR\PHQW�WR�WKH�
VWDWH¶V�VFKRROV��1RUWK�&DUROLQD¶V�
6FKRRO�&RQQHFWLYLW\�,QLWLDWLYH 
WKDW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR�ERRVW�DFFHVV�
DQG�FRQQHFWLYLW\��DQG�/RXLVLDQD¶V�
7HFKQRORJ\�)RRWSULQW�WKDW�DLPV�WR�
VXSSRUW�GLVWULFWV�RQ�WKHLU�SDWK�WR�
UHDGLQHVV�

9. Use sample items. 8VH�&RPPRQ�
&RUH�H[DPSOHV�DQG�FRQVRUWLD�
UHOHDVHG�LWHPV�LQ�FODVV��VDPSOH�
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�LWHPV�KHUH 
and 3$5&&�LWHPV�KHUH���7KHVH�

VDPSOHV�FDQ�EH�HQRUPRXVO\�KHOSIXO�
LQ�KHOSLQJ�WHDFKHUV�VKLIW�WKHLU�
LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�RULHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�
WR�WKH�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV��6FKRROV�
VKRXOG�JLYH�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WDVNV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�UHVHDUFK��
MXGJPHQW��VXPPDUL]DWLRQ��DQG�
ZULWLQJ�ZLWK�HYLGHQFH��

10. Use Core-aligned adaptive 
assessment.�(OHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV�
VKRXOG�XVH�&RUH�DOLJQHG�DGDSWLYH�
DVVHVVPHQW�WR�GLDJQRVH�QHHGV�
DQG�WDUJHW�LQVWUXFWLRQ��H�J���
1:($�&RPSDVV��L�5HDG\��
'UHDPER[���+LJK�VFKRROV�VKRXOG�
XVH�RQOLQH�ZULWLQJ�DVVHVVPHQW�WR�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVH�WKH�DPRXQW�
RI�VWXGHQW�ZULWLQJ�DQG�VWUXFWXUHG�
IHHGEDFN��

advice to Consortia and 
Related Parties
+DOIZD\�LQWR�WKHLU�MRXUQH\V��ERWK�3$5&&�
DQG�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�KDYH�PDGH�JUHDW�
SURJUHVV�EXW�IDFH�D�WRXJK�FOLPE�RQ�WKH�
URDG�WR�IXOO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��6LQFH�WKH�
FRQVRUWLD�EDODQFH�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�
VWDWHV��WHDFKHUV��DQG�VWXGHQWV�ZLWKLQ�
H[LVWLQJ�VWDWH�DQG�IHGHUDO�JXLGHOLQHV��ZH�
RIIHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�
KHOS�WKHP�PDLQWDLQ�D�FOHDU�IRFXV�DQG�
FRQWLQXH�WKH�PRPHQWXP�WR�JHQHUDWH�
RQ�JRLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�
VKLIWV�WKDW�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�QHFHVVLWDWH�

1. Encourage upgrades.�:H�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
SHUFHQWDJH�RI�FRPSXWHUV�LQ�8�6��
VFKRROV�UXQ�:LQGRZV�;3��WKH�

online assessments and 
student data 

Student data comparability is an 
important issue. The DLN Smart 
Series paper, Data Backpacks: 
Portable Records & Learner 
Profiles, explores how new and 
expanded student records can 
power personalized learning 
by employing existing tools 
that tailor and track student 
learning experiences according 
to student needs. PARCC 
researchers have estimated 
that their new summative 
assessment will yield twice 
as many score points as the 
current battery of state tests. 
Their online Interactive Data 
Tool will allow users to access 
results to create custom 
reports and data visualizations 
that can guide instruction 
and be matched to individual 
professional development 
tools for teachers. Smarter 
Balanced plans to launch a 
comprehensive electronic 
platform that will contain a 
portal, educator dashboard, 
and digital library to help 
teachers collect and analyze 
achievement information. 
The consortia’s development 
of common performance 
standards and grading rubrics 
for the next generation of 
assessments is another step in 
the right direction, because this 
common set of tools will allow 
for better comparability across 
states and systems.
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http://www.casenex.com/casenet/frontPages/paAct183RC/eFund.jsp
http://connectivity.fi.ncsu.edu/
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RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHP�WKDW�0LFURVRIW�
LQWURGXFHG�LQ�������EXW�LW�LV�WLPH�
IRU�DQ�XSJUDGH��0LFURVRIW�FRQILUPV 
WKDW�DIWHU�$SULO����������WKHUH�
ZLOO�EH�QR�QHZ�VHFXULW\�XSGDWHV��
QRQ�VHFXULW\�KRW¿[HV��IUHH�RU�SDLG�
DVVLVWHG�VXSSRUW�RSWLRQV�RU�RQOLQH�
WHFKQLFDO�FRQWHQW�XSGDWHV��5XQQLQJ�
:LQGRZV�;3�63��DQG�2I¿FH������
LQ�\RXU�HQYLURQPHQW�DIWHU�WKHLU�HQG�
RI�VXSSRUW�GDWH�PD\�H[SRVH�\RXU�
FRPSDQ\�WR�SRWHQWLDO�ULVNV�VXFK�DV�
VHFXULW\�DQG�FRPSOLDQFHV�ULVNV�DQG�
ODFN�RI�YHQGRU�VXSSRUW��7HVWLQJ�LQ�
;3�FRXOG�SRVH�D�VHFXULW\�ULVN�DQG�
OLPLW�LWHP�W\SHV�E\�QRW�VXSSRUWLQJ�
+70/��DQG�WRXFK��,I�9HUVLRQ���LQ�
�����GRHV�UXQ�RQ�;3��9HUVLRQ���LQ�
�����VKRXOG�LQFRUSRUDWH�IHDWXUHV�
RI�IXOO\�VXSSRUWHG�QHZHU�RSHUDWLQJ�
V\VWHPV�

2. Plan versions.�$V�DFFHVV�DQG�
FRPSXWLQJ�SRZHU�LQFUHDVH��WKH�
FRQVRUWLD�VKRXOG�LQWURGXFH�QHZ�
WHVWLQJ�YHUVLRQV�DW�OHDVW�HYHU\�
RWKHU�\HDU��,WHPV�LQ�GHYHORSPHQW�
DUH�D�VWHS�IRUZDUG��EXW�ZLWK�WRXFK�
FRPSXWLQJ�DQG�VLPXODWLRQ�WKHUH�LV�D�
ZRUOG�RI�SRVVLELOLW\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�
LQQRYDWLYH�WDVNV�

3. 5HGHÀQH�FRPSDUDELOLW\��:H�NQRZ�
\RX¶UH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�FRPSDUDELOLW\�
DQG�WKH�UHODWHG�OHJDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV��
%\�������WKH�GD\V�RI�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�
WKH�VDPH�LQVWUXPHQW�XQGHU�WKH�
VDPH�FRQGLWLRQV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
ZLOO�EH�ORQJ�JRQH��,W¶V�WLPH�IRU�D�
QHZ�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�FRPSDUDELOLW\��7KH�
'DWD�%DFNSDFN�FRQFHSW�IRUFHV�D�
VLPLODU�QHHG�IRU�D�QHZ�DSSURDFK�WR�
FRPSDUDELOLW\��WKH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�
ZH¶OO�EH�GH¿QLQJ�FRPSDUDELOLW\�XVLQJ�
DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�GDWD��QRW�D�IHZ�
HQG�RI�\HDU�EXEEOH�VKHHW�LWHPV��

4. Go “on demand.” <RX�FDQ�
IDFLOLWDWH�FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�
OHDUQLQJ��DW�OHDVW�DW�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�
OHYHO��ZLWK�DVVHVVPHQWV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
JLYHQ�RQ�GHPDQG�RU�RQ�D�IUHTXHQWO\�
VFKHGXOHG�EDVLV��&LVFR�RIIHUV�DERXW�
�������VLPXODWLRQ�EDVHG�H[DPV�
IRU�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�HYHU\�ZHHN�±�WKLV�LV�
YHU\�GRDEOH��

5. Lean forward��:H�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�
FRVW�SUHVVXUHV�VWDWHV�IDFH��EXW�
ZH�QHHG�EHWWHU�WHVWV�PRUH�WKDQ�
FKHDSHU�WHVWV��<RX�FDQ¶W�SDQGHU�WR�
WKH�ORZHVW�FRPPRQ�GHQRPLQDWRU�
DQG�DGYDQFH�WKH�VHFWRU��

6. Don’t phase in.�:LWK�WZR�\HDUV�
OHIW�WR�SUHSDUH��WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�
D�ORQJ�WHVW�ZLQGRZ�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�
RXWGDWHG�RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPV�DOORZV�
DOPRVW�DOO�VFKRROV�WR�VXSSRUW�
RQOLQH�WHVWLQJ�QRZ��*RLQJ�IXUWKHU�
WR�VXSSRUW�SDSHU�DQG�SHQFLO�WHVWLQJ�
LQ�DQG�SDVW������LV�XQQHFHVVDU\��
H[SHQVLYH��DQG�UHGXFHV�
FRPSDUDELOLW\�

7. 6XSSRUW�FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�
learning��%RWK�FRQVRUWLD�KDYH�VHW�
XS�3UR¿FLHQF\�%DVHG�/HDUQLQJ�
:RUNJURXSV�WR�H[SORUH�KRZ�
DVVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�FDQ�VXSSRUW�
FRPSHWHQF\�EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ�
PRGHOV���,W�LV�FULWLFDO�IRU�WKH�
FRQVRUWLD�WR�QRW�MXVW�GHSOR\�WKH�
QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�EXW�DOVR�WR�EXLOG�
LQ�WKH�ÀH[LELOLW\�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ�WR�
DOORZ�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�VXSSRUW�
QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�PRGHOV�RI�OHDUQLQJ�
ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�HDUQ�FUHGLW�EDVHG�
RQ�GHPRQVWUDWHG�SUR¿FLHQF\��QRW�
MXVW�VHDW�WLPH�
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At the start of the 2014-15 school year, 
partner states in the two testing Consortia 
- PARCC & Smarter Balanced - will begin 
implementation of the next generation of 
student assessments. The two Consortia 
have released their timelines. States and 
districts can use the assessment 
requirements as a pivot point to make 
instructional shifts to advance 
personalized learning.

2013

2015

2012-13: 
First year 
pilot/field 
testing, 
related 
research 
and data 
collection

2013-14: 
Second 
year 
pilot/field 
testing, 
related 
research 
and data 
collection

2014-15: 
Full 
operational 
administration 
of PARCC 
assessments

Summer 
2015: 
Set 
achievement 
levels, 
including 
college-ready 
performance 
levels

Early 2013: 
Begin 
development 
of Exemplar 
Instructional 
Modules in 
ELA

Spring 2013: 
Pilot test scoring

Early 
2013: 
Begin 
development 
of online PD 
materials

Spring 2014: 
Field test of summative/ 
interim assessment 
items/tasks

Spring 
2014: 
Field test 
scoring

Fall 2014: 
Assessments and 
digital library ready for 
use by states

Spring 2015: 
States administer assessment during 
last 12 weeks of the school year

Summer 2015: 
Final achievement standards verified 
and adopted

Summer/Fall 2014: 
Training materials available on 
interpreting assessments

Summer/Fall 
2013: Field test 
items/tasks are 
reviewed for 
content and bias

Winter/
Spring
2013: 
Pilot test of 
summative/ 
interim 
items/tasks

Sign up for 
your Consortia 
newsletter, 
check the 
website, join 
webinars

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC)

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

Identify 
resources from 
CCSSO, 
SETDA, CoSN, 
Consortia, 
other states

Review Achievement 
Level Descriptors for 
Smarter Balanced & 
Performance Level 
Descriptors for 
PARCC, comment 
through Jan 2013

Sign up to 
participate 
in field 
tests

Research 
blended 
learning 
and 
device 
strategies

Launch a statewide effort 
for district participation in 
Tech Readiness Tool (early 
2013) and set a goal for 
100% participation by 
Summer 2013

Test broadband speeds 
against SETDA 
recommendations with 
tools from Education 
Superhighway, SETDA or 
Smarter Balanced 

Host at least 
quarterly PD 
sessions to 
guide 
instructional 
strategies

Survey 
teachers and 
administrators 
on professional 
development 
needs

Evaluate 
minimum 
specs against 
current 
technology 
available

Consider statewide 
device purchasing 
agreements (e.g. MLTI)

Determine policy 
changes needed to 
support implementation

Winter 
2012/ 
2013:

Form a 
strategic plan 
to match the 
teaching and 
testing 
environments

Commit to 
conversion to 
digital 
instructional 
materials by 
2015

Pick 
blended 
learning 
and 
device 
strategy

Participate in 
PD for shift to 
Common Core 
and assessment 
pilots tests 

Report PD 
needs to 
Consortia to 
inform creation 
of PD materials

Plan multi-year 
device 
purchases 
based 
instructional 
needs 

Create incentives 
for blended 
learning to 
leverage improved 
access to 
technology

Coordinate tech planning 
within/across states by 
leveraging SETDA & CoSN

Create and publicize state 
and district 
implementation timelines

Spring 
2013:

Launch first 
phase of 
improved access 
to technology

Develop a BYOD 
plan to create 
high access 
environments

Launch 
blended 
learning 
pilots

Develop 12 month 
countdown to 
implementation with 
monthly benchmarks

Participate 
in field 
tests

Expand 
blended 
learning 
opportunities 
for students

Use sample SBAC items 
here and PARCC items 
to inform instruction; 
assign tasks that require 
research, judgment, 
summarization, and 
writing with evidence

Implement Common 
Core-aligned adaptive or 
diagnostic instruction in 
grades 3-8

Boost assessment 
awareness with 
parent/community

Propose policy changes needed 
to support implementation

Continue to vet 
CCSS-aligned materials

Fall 
2013:

Develop summer professional development instituteSpring 
2014

Host state and district PD 
sessions using consortia 
training materials 

Make policy changes 
needed to support 
implementation

Summer 
2014:

Begin 
implementation 
of assessments

Launch 
second 
phase of 
improved 
access to 
technology

Expand 
blended 
learning 
programs

Fall 
2014:

Continue use of formative assessments in prep for 
summative assessments

Winter 
2014 / 
2015:

Administer summative assessments during the last 12 
weeks of the school year

Spring 
2015:

Timeline States & DistrictsConsortia

2014

Continue to make 
state and district 
implementation 
timelines publicly 
available 

Phase in instructional 
technology & rotate 
students through 
online environments 
daily

Begin parent education and community outreach using 
sample items and prototypes

Winter 
2013/ 
2014:

Achieve 100% district 
participation in Tech 
Readiness Survey

Sponsor PD opportunities 
adding modules from the 
consortia 

Summer 
2013:

Develop a plan 
to implement 
Core-aligned 
adaptive or 
diagnostic 
assessment

Screen materials, 
OER, services for 
alignment with 
CCSS and 
assessments

Recommendations with the          will take schools 
beyond minimum guidelines and launch them on 
the path to personalized learning.

Determine 
instructional 
PD needs 
for shift to 
Common 
Core

The 

COUNTDOWN  

to Next 

Generation 

Assessments

eXhibit: CoUntDown to 2014 timeline 
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At the start of the 2014-15 school year, 
partner states in the two testing Consortia 
- PARCC & Smarter Balanced - will begin 
implementation of the next generation of 
student assessments. The two Consortia 
have released their timelines. States and 
districts can use the assessment 
requirements as a pivot point to make 
instructional shifts to advance 
personalized learning.

2013

2015

2012-13: 
First year 
pilot/field 
testing, 
related 
research 
and data 
collection

2013-14: 
Second 
year 
pilot/field 
testing, 
related 
research 
and data 
collection

2014-15: 
Full 
operational 
administration 
of PARCC 
assessments

Summer 
2015: 
Set 
achievement 
levels, 
including 
college-ready 
performance 
levels

Early 2013: 
Begin 
development 
of Exemplar 
Instructional 
Modules in 
ELA

Spring 2013: 
Pilot test scoring

Early 
2013: 
Begin 
development 
of online PD 
materials

Spring 2014: 
Field test of summative/ 
interim assessment 
items/tasks

Spring 
2014: 
Field test 
scoring

Fall 2014: 
Assessments and 
digital library ready for 
use by states

Spring 2015: 
States administer assessment during 
last 12 weeks of the school year

Summer 2015: 
Final achievement standards verified 
and adopted

Summer/Fall 2014: 
Training materials available on 
interpreting assessments

Summer/Fall 
2013: Field test 
items/tasks are 
reviewed for 
content and bias

Winter/
Spring
2013: 
Pilot test of 
summative/ 
interim 
items/tasks

Sign up for 
your Consortia 
newsletter, 
check the 
website, join 
webinars

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC)

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium

Identify 
resources from 
CCSSO, 
SETDA, CoSN, 
Consortia, 
other states

Review Achievement 
Level Descriptors for 
Smarter Balanced & 
Performance Level 
Descriptors for 
PARCC, comment 
through Jan 2013

Sign up to 
participate 
in field 
tests

Research 
blended 
learning 
and 
device 
strategies

Launch a statewide effort 
for district participation in 
Tech Readiness Tool (early 
2013) and set a goal for 
100% participation by 
Summer 2013

Test broadband speeds 
against SETDA 
recommendations with 
tools from Education 
Superhighway, SETDA or 
Smarter Balanced 

Host at least 
quarterly PD 
sessions to 
guide 
instructional 
strategies

Survey 
teachers and 
administrators 
on professional 
development 
needs

Evaluate 
minimum 
specs against 
current 
technology 
available

Consider statewide 
device purchasing 
agreements (e.g. MLTI)

Determine policy 
changes needed to 
support implementation

Winter 
2012/ 
2013:

Form a 
strategic plan 
to match the 
teaching and 
testing 
environments

Commit to 
conversion to 
digital 
instructional 
materials by 
2015

Pick 
blended 
learning 
and 
device 
strategy

Participate in 
PD for shift to 
Common Core 
and assessment 
pilots tests 

Report PD 
needs to 
Consortia to 
inform creation 
of PD materials

Plan multi-year 
device 
purchases 
based 
instructional 
needs 

Create incentives 
for blended 
learning to 
leverage improved 
access to 
technology

Coordinate tech planning 
within/across states by 
leveraging SETDA & CoSN

Create and publicize state 
and district 
implementation timelines

Spring 
2013:

Launch first 
phase of 
improved access 
to technology

Develop a BYOD 
plan to create 
high access 
environments

Launch 
blended 
learning 
pilots

Develop 12 month 
countdown to 
implementation with 
monthly benchmarks

Participate 
in field 
tests

Expand 
blended 
learning 
opportunities 
for students

Use sample SBAC items 
here and PARCC items 
to inform instruction; 
assign tasks that require 
research, judgment, 
summarization, and 
writing with evidence

Implement Common 
Core-aligned adaptive or 
diagnostic instruction in 
grades 3-8

Boost assessment 
awareness with 
parent/community

Propose policy changes needed 
to support implementation

Continue to vet 
CCSS-aligned materials

Fall 
2013:

Develop summer professional development instituteSpring 
2014

Host state and district PD 
sessions using consortia 
training materials 

Make policy changes 
needed to support 
implementation

Summer 
2014:

Begin 
implementation 
of assessments

Launch 
second 
phase of 
improved 
access to 
technology

Expand 
blended 
learning 
programs

Fall 
2014:

Continue use of formative assessments in prep for 
summative assessments

Winter 
2014 / 
2015:

Administer summative assessments during the last 12 
weeks of the school year

Spring 
2015:

Timeline States & DistrictsConsortia

2014

Continue to make 
state and district 
implementation 
timelines publicly 
available 

Phase in instructional 
technology & rotate 
students through 
online environments 
daily

Begin parent education and community outreach using 
sample items and prototypes

Winter 
2013/ 
2014:

Achieve 100% district 
participation in Tech 
Readiness Survey

Sponsor PD opportunities 
adding modules from the 
consortia 

Summer 
2013:

Develop a plan 
to implement 
Core-aligned 
adaptive or 
diagnostic 
assessment

Screen materials, 
OER, services for 
alignment with 
CCSS and 
assessments

Recommendations with the          will take schools 
beyond minimum guidelines and launch them on 
the path to personalized learning.

Determine 
instructional 
PD needs 
for shift to 
Common 
Core

The 

COUNTDOWN  

to Next 

Generation 

Assessments
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2013:
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phase of 
improved access 
to technology
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high access 
environments
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Expand 
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http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/20847_consortiaguide_sept2012.pdf
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appenDiX a:                      
Smarter balanCeD harDware 
anD operating SYStemS 
infographiC

TECHNOLOGY STRATEGY 
FRAMEWORK PREPARED BY 

NAVIGATION NORTH LEARNING

Bandwidth

About Smarter Balanced

Internet Browsers

Hardware & Operating Systems

DESKTOP 
Computers

TABLET 
Computers

Minimum Hardware Requirements & Recommended Operating Systems

Recommended Smarter Balanced Minimum Requirements for  
New Desktops or Laptops

Windows 7+   |   Mac OS X 10.7+  |  Linux (Ubuntu 11.10, Fedora 16)

1GHz processor 1GB RAM 80 GB hard drive

Recommended Smarter Balanced Minimum Requirements for  
New Tablets

iPads running iOS6
Android based tablets running Android 4.0+
Windows-based tablets running Windows 8
Chromebooks running Chrome OS (v19)+

LAPTOP  
Computers

Screens
SUPPORTED RESOLUTION OF AT LEAST 

1024 x 768 
SCREEN DIMENSIONS OF AT LEAST 

9.5 inches

Screen Resolution and 
Screen Size Trends 
The graphs on the left show current 
screen resolution and screen sizes.  
Districts planning to use tablets 
should consider having external 
“plug and play” keyboards for 
students needing to maximize 
viewing space on their devices.

Unreported
8.7%

Does Not Meet Guidelines
3.3%

Meets or Exceeds 
Screen Resolution 

Guidelines
88%

Unreported
8.3%

Does Not Meet Guidelines
1.8%

Meets or Exceeds 
Screen Size
Guidelines

89.9%

 

Internet 
Explorer 7 

7.4%

Internet 
Explorer 9 

9.9%

Firefox 4+ 
10%

Internet Explorer 8 
28.1%

No Response 
32%

Safari
7.3%

Google Chrome
3.1%

Other
2.2%

Current Browser Usage
The graph on the left shows current 
Internet browser usage, as reported 

by schools across the nation. 

Most current version of Internet 
Explorer, Safari, Chrome, and 

Firefox can access the Smarter 
Balanced administrative tools, 
student practice tests, training 

resources, and diagnostic utilities.

Secure Browsers
Aside from regular browsers, 
the actual student assessment 
must be accessed with Secure 
Browsers that are released by 
Smarter Balanced annually 
and can be easily downloaded 
onto each testing device 
individually, or via a central 
distribution utility.

Smarter Balanced Minimum Hardware Requirements for Current Computers

Windows

Windows XP (service pack 3)

Pentium 233 MHz processor

128 MB RAM

52 MB hard drive free space

Mac OS X 

Mac OS X 10.4.4

Intel x86 or PowerPC G3  
(300 MHz) processor

256 MB RAM 

200 MB hard drive free space

Linux

Linux  (Ubuntu 9-10, Fedora 6)

Pentium II or AMD K6-III  
233 MHz processor

64 MB RAM

52 MB hard drive free space

Tablets

iOS: iPads 2 and 3 running iOS6

Android: Android based tablets 
running Android 4.0+

Chrome OS: Chromebooks 
running Chrome OS (v19)+

Number 
of Testing 
Devices

Incoming 
Internet 

Connectivity

Internal 
Network 

Bandwidth

Size and 
Number of 
Test Items

Number of 
Students 

Simultaneously 
Testing

9% 800 Students
= 8 Mbps400 Students

= 4 Mbps200 Students
= 2 Mbps

OF SITES SURVEYED  

NATIONALLY REPORTED

LESS THAN 2 Mbps

Bandwidth Note
Bandwidth requirements to deliver the 

assessment to students represented 
here are best-estimate calculations. 

Sites with lower bandwidth (such as 
those still operating on T1 connections), 

can still deliver the assessment 
effectively, but will experience some 

latency in data transfer. 

School Site Connectivity
When determining school site connectivity, 
always consider other daily programs 
and services that draw on the same finite 
bandwidth at a given campus.

Smarter Balanced Member States
Smarter Balanced member states educate more than 19 million 
of the nation’s public K to 12 students. These states share a 
commitment to developing a next-generation assessment system 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards that provide 
educators with meaningful feedback and actionable data.

Governing State

Advisory State

10 Mbps
(Ethernet)

23%

1 Gbps
(Gigabit Ethernet)

15%

< 2 Mbps 
(ADSL/

T1/
DS1)

9%

44 Mbps 
(T1/DS3)

8%

622 Mbps 
(OC12): 1%

600 Mbps 
(Wireless 802.11n: 1%
155 Mbps 
(OC3): 3%

11 Mbps 
(Wireless 802.11b)

2%

54 Mbps 
(Wireless 802.11g): 2%

Greater than 
2.5 Gbps: 1%

100 Mbps
(Fast Ethernet)

35%

Site Internet 
Connection
*In addition to the 
graph’s connectivity  
data, schools’ internal 
network bandwidth 
is largely reported at 
100 Mbps to 1 Gbps.

What will it take to provide 
19 million students 
and their schools a better assessment experience?

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
Smarter Balanced is a state-led consortium developing assessments 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards in English language 
arts/literacy and mathematics that are designed to help prepare all 
students to graduate high school college- and career-ready.

For the most up-to-date information, please visit  
http://www.smarterbalanced.org.

Preparing the nation for the move to 
online assessments...

WA

OR

CA

NV

ID

MT

WY

ND

SD
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WI
MI

KS MO
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NC
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VT
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Hardware-Operating-Systems-Infographic.pdf
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appenDiX b:                      
State memberShip in 
aSSeSSment ConSortia 

State Memberships in Assessment Consortia
Updated December 10, 2012. For a description of each Assessment Consortia please see the guide on our website. 

Comprehensive Assessment Consortia Alternate Assessment Consortia English Language Proficiency Consortia

State PARCC (23) SBAC (25) DLM (14) NCSC (27) ASSETS (30) ELPA21 (13)

Alabama Participating Advisory Member

Alaska Member

Arizona Governing Member

Arkansas Governing Tier II Partner Member

California Governing Tier II Partner Member

Colorado Governing

Connecticut Governing Member

Delaware Governing Tier II Partner Member

District of Columbia Governing Member Member

Florida Governing Member Member

Georgia Governing Member

Hawaii Governing

Idaho Governing Tier II Partner Member

Illinois Governing Member

Indiana Governing Member

Iowa Governing Member Member

Kansas Governing Member Member

Kentucky Participating

Louisiana Governing Member Member

Maine Governing Tier II Partner Member

Maryland Governing Tier II Partner Member

Massachusetts Governing Member

Michigan Governing Member Member

Minnesota Member

Mississippi Governing Member Member

Missouri Governing Member Member

Montana Governing Member

Nebraska Member

Nevada Governing Member Member

New Hampshire Governing Member

New Jersey Governing Member Member

New Mexico Governing Tier II Partner Member

New York Governing Member

North Carolina Governing Member Member

North Dakota Participating Advisory Member Member

Ohio Governing Member

Oklahoma Governing Member Member

Oregon Governing Tier II Partner Member

Pennsylvania Participating Advisory Member Member

Rhode Island Governing Member Member

South Carolina Governing Member Member Member

South Dakota Governing Member Member

Tennessee Governing Member Member Member

Texas

Utah Member Member

Vermont Governing Member Member

Virginia Member Member

Washington Governing Member Member

West Virginia Governing Member Member

Wisconsin Governing Member Member

Wyoming Advisory Member Member

Virgin Islands (U.S.) Tier II Partner

PAC-6* Member

PARCC: Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers www.parcconline.org

SBAC: Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium www.smarterbalanced.org 

DLM: Dynamic Learning Maps Assessment Consortium www.dynamiclearningmaps.org 

NCSC: National Center and State Collaborative www.ncscpartners.org

ASSETS: Assessment Services Supporting ELs Through Technology System http://assets.wceruw.org

ELPA21:  English Language Pro!ciency Assessment for the 21st Century (website expected in 
January 2013)

*  PAC-6 consists of six entities: American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Palau and Republic of the Marshall Islands

All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 21492
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8VHG�ZLWK�SHUPLVVLRQ�IURP�(76

http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/Coming_Together_April_2012_Final.PDF
http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/Coming_Together_April_2012_Final.PDF
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PaRCC 
3$5&&�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�SDUFFRQOLQH�RUJ�
3$5&&�7HFKQRORJ\�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�SDUFFRQOLQH�RUJ�
WHFKQRORJ\

smarter Balanced assessment Consortium
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�7HFKQRORJ\�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�
VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�VPDUWHU�EDODQFHG�DVVHVVPHQWV�WHFKQRORJ\�

useful Websites
$FKLHYH�7KH�&RUH�KWWS���ZZZ�DFKLHYHWKHFRUH�RUJ��
$OOLDQFH�IRU�([FHOOHQW�(GXFDWLRQ��3URMHFW����KWWS���ZZZ�DOO�HG�
RUJ�SURMHFW�� 
$VVHVV�(G�2QOLQH�&RPPXQLW\�KWWS���DVVHVV�HG�QHW�
(76�.����&HQWHU�$VVHVVPHQW�&RQVRUWLD�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�
N��FHQWHU�RUJ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DVVHVVPHQWBFRQVRUWLD�KWPO 
/RXLVLDQD�7HFKQRORJ\�5HDGLQHVV�)RRWSULQW�:HEVLWH�KWWS���ZZZ�
ORXLVLDQDVFKRROV�QHW�IRRWSULQW� 
6(7'$�$VVHVVPHQW�5HDGLQHVV�5HVRXUFH�3DJH�KWWS���VHWGD�RUJ�
ZHE�JXHVW�DVVHVVPHQW�
6(7'$�6WDWH�(GXFDWLRQ�3ROLF\�&HQWHU�'DWDEDVH�KWWS���VHWGD�RUJ�
ZHE�JXHVW�VHSF 

Reports
$FKLHYH��,PSOHPHQWLQJ�&RPPRQ�&RUH�6WDWH�6WDQGDUGV�DQG�
$VVHVVPHQWV��KWWS���ZZZ�DFKLHYH�RUJ�ILOHV�&RPPRQB&RUHB
:RUNERRN�SGI 

&R61�DQG�,67(��&R61�&72�)RUXP��&RPPRQ�&RUH�6WDQGDUGV�
�+RZ�7HFKQRORJ\�6HUYLFHV�	�&XUULFXOXP�&DQ�:RUN�7RJHWKHU�
:KHQ�:H�7KLQN�'LIIHUHQWO\��6XPPDU\�RI�-XQH������&72�)RUXP�
LQ�6DQ�'LHJR����&R61�0HPEHU�RQO\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�FRPLQJ�-DQXDU\�
��������ZZZ�FRVQ�RUJ 
 
(76��3HDUVRQ��WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG��6RPH�&RQVLGHUDWLRQV�
5HODWHG�WR�WKH�8VH�RI�$GDSWLYH�7HVWLQJ�IRU�WKH�&RPPRQ�&RUH�
$VVHVVPHQWV��KWWS���ZZZ�SHDUVRQDVVHVVPHQWV�FRP�15�
UGRQO\UHV���(���'����������&���&�����$(�'�(������
7056B:3B&$7B3DSHUBFRPPRQBFRUHB�������SGI 

appenDiX C:                               
online aSSeSSment reSoUrCeS

3$5&&��/HVVRQV�IURP�WKH�)LHOG��6WDWH�6WUDWHJLHV�IRU�
)XQGLQJ�DQG�6XSSRUWLQJ�WKH�7UDQVLWLRQ�WR�&RPSXWHU�%DVHG�
$VVHVVPHQWV��KWWS���ZZZ�SDUFFRQOLQH�RUJ�VLWHV�SDUFF�ILOHV�
3$5&&���7HFKQRORJ\���7UDQVLWLRQV�������/HVVRQV���
IURP���WKH���)LHOG�������$SULO��������SGI

3HDUVRQ��&RQVLGHUDWLRQV�IRU�1H[W�*HQHUDWLRQ�$VVHVVPHQWV��$�
5RDGPDS�WR�������KWWS���ZZZ�SHDUVRQDVVHVVPHQWV�FRP�KDL�
LPDJHV�QH[WJHQ�'RZQORDGV�1H[W*HQB5RDGPDSB)LQDOBZHE�SGI�

3ROLF\�$QDO\VLV�IRU�&DOLIRUQLD�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�5HQQLH�&HQWHU�
IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�5HVHDUFK�DQG�3ROLF\��7KH�5RDG�$KHDG�IRU�6WDWH�
$VVHVVPHQWV��KWWS���ZZZ�VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�ZRUGSUHVV�ZS�
FRQWHQW�XSORDGV���������5HQQLH�&HQWHU�5RDG�$KHDG�SGI 

6(7'$��7HFKQRORJ\�5HDGLQHVV�IRU�&ROOHJH��DQG�&DUHHU�5HDG\�
7HDFKLQJ��/HDUQLQJ�DQG�$VVHVVPHQW��KWWS���ZZZ�VHWGD�RUJ�F�
GRFXPHQWBOLEUDU\�JHWBILOH"IROGHU,G ���	QDPH '/)(������SGI 

6(7'$��7HFKQRORJ\�5HTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�/DUJH�6FDOH��&RPSXWHU�
%DVHG�DQG�2QOLQH�$VVHVVPHQW��&XUUHQW�6WDWXV�DQG�,VVXHV��
KWWS���VHWGD�RUJ�F�GRFXPHQWBOLEUDU\�JHWBILOH"IROGHU,G ���	QDPH
 '/)(������SGI 

Webinars
$OOLDQFH�IRU�([FHOOHQW�(GXFDWLRQ�:HELQDUV�KWWS���ZZZ�DOO�HG�
RUJ�HYHQWV�SDVW 
(76�.����:HELQDUV�KWWS���ZZZ�N��FHQWHU�RUJ�HYHQWV�ZHELQDUV�
KWPO
3$5&&�:HELQDUV�KWWS���ZZZ�SDUFFRQOLQH�RUJ�SDUFF�WUDQVLWLRQ�
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�ZHELQDUV 
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�:HELQDUV�KWWS���ZZZ�VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�
UHVRXUFHV�HYHQWV�ZHELQDUV� 
 

http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/technology
http://www.parcconline.org/technology
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/technology/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://assess4ed.net/
http://www.k12center.org/publications/assessment_consortia.html
http://www.k12center.org/publications/assessment_consortia.html
http://www.louisianaschools.net/footprint/
http://www.louisianaschools.net/footprint/
http://setda.org/web/guest/assessment
http://setda.org/web/guest/assessment
http://setda.org/web/guest/sepc
http://setda.org/web/guest/sepc
http://www.achieve.org/files/Common_Core_Workbook.pdf
http://www.achieve.org/files/Common_Core_Workbook.pdf
www.cosn.org
http://www.pearsonassessments.com/NR/rdonlyres/76E049D3-2226-472C-96C2-226AE2D9E396/0/TMRS_WP_CAT_Paper_common_core_110310.pdf
http://www.pearsonassessments.com/NR/rdonlyres/76E049D3-2226-472C-96C2-226AE2D9E396/0/TMRS_WP_CAT_Paper_common_core_110310.pdf
http://www.pearsonassessments.com/NR/rdonlyres/76E049D3-2226-472C-96C2-226AE2D9E396/0/TMRS_WP_CAT_Paper_common_core_110310.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCC%20Technology%20Transitions%20-%20Lessons%20from%20the%20Field%20-%20April%202012.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCC%20Technology%20Transitions%20-%20Lessons%20from%20the%20Field%20-%20April%202012.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCC%20Technology%20Transitions%20-%20Lessons%20from%20the%20Field%20-%20April%202012.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Rennie-Center-Road-Ahead.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Rennie-Center-Road-Ahead.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=350&name=DLFE-1628.pdf
http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=350&name=DLFE-1628.pdf
http://setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
http://setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=344&name=DLFE-1336.pdf
http://www.all4ed.org/events/past
http://www.all4ed.org/events/past
http://www.k12center.org/events/webinars.html
http://www.k12center.org/events/webinars.html
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-transition-implementation-webinars
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-transition-implementation-webinars
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/webinars/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-events/webinars/
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John Bailey
Executive Director, Digital Learning Now!

-RKQ�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ���D�QDWLRQDO�LQLWLDWLYH�RI�WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�
(GXFDWLRQ�WKDW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�SROLF\PDNHUV�DQG�LQQRYDWRUV�WR�DFFHOHUDWH�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�QHZ�PRGHOV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��-RKQ�
SUHYLRXVO\�VHUYHG�DW�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�DV�6SHFLDO�$VVLVWDQW�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�IRU�'RPHVWLF�3ROLF\�GXULQJ�WKH�%XVK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
DQG�ZDV�WKH�'HSXW\�3ROLF\�'LUHFWRU�IRU�WKH�8�6��6HFUHWDU\�RI�&RPPHUFH��ZKHUH�KH�ZRUNHG�RQ�LQQRYDWLRQ�SROLF\��-RKQ¶V�
H[SHULHQFH�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�%LOO�DQG�0HOLQGD�*DWHV�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKHUH�KH�EXLOW�D�SRUWIROLR�RI�DGYRFDF\�JUDQWV�
WR�DGYDQFH�FROOHJH��DQG�FDUHHU�UHDG\�SROLFLHV��+H�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�VHFRQG�'LUHFWRU�RI�(GXFDWLRQDO�7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�
KDV�EHHQ�D�IRUPDO�RU�LQIRUPDO�DGYLVRU�WR�WKUHH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FDPSDLJQV��+H�LV�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�IRU�WKH�'DWD�4XDOLW\�
&DPSDLJQ�DQG�VHUYHV�RQ�WKH�UHJLRQDO�ERDUG�IRU�WKH�VRFLDO�LQQRYDWLRQ�IXQG�,QGHJR�$IULFD��+H�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�D�6HQLRU�$GYLVRU�WR�
:KLWHERDUG�$GYLVRUV��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�VWUDWHJLF�FRQVXOWLQJ�IRU�LQYHVWRUV��SKLODQWKURSLHV��DQG�HQWUHSUHQHXUV�

Carri schneider
Director of Policy and Research, Getting Smart

&DUUL�LV�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�3ROLF\�DQG�5HVHDUFK�DW�*HWWLQJ�6PDUW��:LWK�D�EDFNJURXQG�LQ�ERWK�SROLF\�DQG�SUDFWLFH��VKH�KDV�WDXJKW�LQ�
FODVVURRPV�IURP�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV�WR�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��&DUUL�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�DQ�RQOLQH�HGXFDWRU�VLQFH������LQ�D�IXOO\�RQOLQH�
PDVWHU¶V�SURJUDP�LQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�/HDGHUVKLS�DQG�KDV�DXWKRUHG�VHYHUDO�SLHFHV�RQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��6KH�FR�HGLWHG�WKH�
book Building a 21st Century U.S. Education System�ZLWK�%RE�:HKOLQJ��SXEOLVKHG�E\�1&7$)��&DUUL�KDV�EHHQ�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�
LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�SROLF\�HIIRUWV�WR�DGYDQFH�GLJLWDO�DQG�EOHQGHG�OHDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DV�D�FRQVXOWDQW�WR�VWDWH�DQG�
QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�.QRZOHGJH:RUNV��6KH�KROGV�DQ�0�(G��LQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�DQ�(G�'��LQ�8UEDQ�
(GXFDWLRQDO�/HDGHUVKLS�

tom Vander ark
Author and Executive Editor, Getting Smart

7RP�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�Getting Smart: How Digital Learning is Changing the World�DQG�WKH�([HFXWLYH�(GLWRU�RI�*HWWLQJ6PDUW�
FRP��+H�LV�DOVR�D�3DUWQHU�LQ�/HDUQ�&DSLWDO��D�YHQWXUH�FDSLWDO�¿UP�WKDW�LQYHVWV�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�FRQWHQW��SODWIRUPV��DQG�VHUYLFHV�ZLWK�
WKH�JRDO�RI�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�HGXFDWLRQDO�HQJDJHPHQW��DFFHVV��DQG�HIIHFWLYHQHVV��3UHYLRXVO\�KH�VHUYHG�DV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�;�
35,=(�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�WKH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�%LOO�DQG�0HOLQGD�*DWHV�)RXQGDWLRQ��7RP�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�
¿UVW�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYH�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH��7RP�LV�D�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�.����2QOLQH�/HDUQLQJ��L1$&2/��DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�QRQSUR¿WV�

7KLV�SDSHU�ZDV�FUDIWHG�EDVHG�RQ�LQWHUYLHZV�DQG�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�
GR]HQV�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�GDWD��7KH�
DXWKRUV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�
WKH�VXSSRUW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�JURXSV�
ZKR�RIIHUHG�IHHGEDFN��H[SHUWLVH��DQG�LQVLJKW�WR�DGYDQFH�RXU�ZRUN��
:H�DOVR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RQ�WKHVH�WRSLFV�RQ�RXU�EORJV�DQG�
YDULRXV�VRFLDO�PHGLD�FKDQQHOV�
.HLWK�.UXHJHU��&R61
(76�6WDII�0HPEHUV
:HV�%UXFH��,QGLDQD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ
3$5&&�6WDII�0HPEHUV
*HRIIUH\�)OHWFKHU�	�'RXJ�/HYLQ��6(7'$
6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�6WDII�0HPEHUV

&RPSDVV�/HDUQLQJ��&XUULFXOXP�$VVRFLDWHV��
)ORULGD�9LUWXDO�6FKRRO�DQG�3HDUVRQ�DUH�*HWWLQJ�
6PDUW�$GYRFDF\�3DUWQHUV���0DVWHU\&RQQHFW�LV�
D�/HDUQ�&DSLWDO�SRUWIROLR�FRPSDQ\��ZKHUH�7RP�
9DQGHU�$UN�LV�D�SDUWQHU��7RP�LV�&R�'LUHFWRU�RI�
$6$3�

aCknowleDgementS DiSCloSUreS

:KLWH�SDSHU�OD\RXW��GHVLJQ�DQG�JUDSKLFV�E\�
.HOOH\�7DQQHU�RI�%UDLQ6SDFHV�_�3.��)RUXP

aUthor bioS
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��� 'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ��:HEVLWH��KWWS���GLJLWDOOHDUQLQJQRZ�FRP��
��� 'LJLWDO�/HDUQLQJ�1RZ��5RDGPDS�WR�5HIRUP�:HEVLWH��KWWS���

GLJLWDOOHDUQLQJQRZ�FRP�URDGPDS�WR�UHIRUP��
��� /HYLQ��'���)OHWFKHU��*���DQG�&KDX��<��7HFKQRORJ\�5HTXLUHPHQWV�

IRU�/DUJH�6FDOH�&RPSXWHU�%DVHG�DQG�2QOLQH�$VVHVVPHQW��
&XUUHQW�6WDWXV�DQG�,VVXHV��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���6(7'$��������
KWWS���ZZZ�VHWGD�RUJ�F�GRFXPHQWBOLEUDU\�JHWBILOH"IROGHU,G ���	
QDPH '/)(������SGI�

��� 'DYLV��0��³$GDSWLYH�7HVWLQJ�(YROYHV�WR�$VVHVV�&RPPRQ�&RUH�
6NLOOV�´�(GXFDWLRQ�:HHN��2FWREHU�����������KWWS���ZZZ�HGZHHN�
RUJ�GG�DUWLFOHV��������������DGDSWLYH�K���KWPO�

��� /LVW�DGDSWHG�IURP�3HDUVRQ��&RQVLGHUDWLRQV�IRU�1H[W�
*HQHUDWLRQ�$VVHVVPHQWV��$�5RDGPDS�WR�������KWWS���ZZZ�
SHDUVRQDVVHVVPHQWV�FRP�KDL�,PDJHV�QH[WJHQ�GRZQORDGV�
1H[W*HQB:HELQDUB2FW�Y���SGI�

��� 8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�5DFH�WR�WKH�7RS�:HEVLWH��KWWS���
ZZZ��HG�JRY�SURJUDPV�UDFHWRWKHWRS�LQGH[�KWPO�

��� 8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�*XLGHOLQHV��DV�FLWHG�RQ�(76�.����
&HQWHU�$VVHVVPHQW�&RQVRUWLD�:HEVLWH��KWWS���ZZZ�N��FHQWHU�
RUJ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DVVHVVPHQWBFRQVRUWLD�KWPO�

��� 2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKH�QHZ�WHVWV�KDV�EHHQ�KRZ�
WR�¿QDQFH�WKHP��7KH�WZR�FRDOLWLRQV�GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�WHVWV�ZRQ�
JUDQWV�IURP�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�SD\�IRU�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�
WKH�SURFHVV��EXW�WKLV�IXQGLQJ�ZRQ¶W�FRYHU�RQ�JRLQJ�H[SHQVHV�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�WHVWV��OLNH�SD\LQJ�SHRSOH�WR�VFRUH�DQVZHU�VKHHWV�
DQG�WKH�FRVW�RI�QHZ�FRPSXWHUV�DQG�H[SDQGHG�EDQGZLGWK��
,Q�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�FDOO�ZLWK�UHSRUWHUV��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�6PDUWHU�
%DODQFHG��-RH�:LOOKRIW��VDLG�VWDWHV�WKDW�KDYH�VLJQHG�RQ�IRU�WKH�
WHVWV�KDYH�DJUHHG�WR�SD\�DQQXDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�IHHV�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�WKH�WHVWV��³7KH�OLRQ¶V�VKDUH�RI�WKRVH�FRVWV�LV�EXQGOHG�XS�LQ�
WKH�KXPDQ�VFRULQJ�´�KH�VDLG��KWWS���KHFKLQJHUHG�RUJ�FRQWHQW�
DUH�QHZ�RQOLQH�VWDQGDUGL]HG�WHVWV�UHYROXWLRQDU\�GHFLGH�IRU�
\RXUVHOIB�������

��� 6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�$VVHVVPHQW�:HEVLWH��KWWS���ZZZ�
VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�VPDUWHU�EDODQFHG�DVVHVVPHQWV��

���� 3$5&&�$VVHVVPHQW�'HVLJQ�:HEVLWH��KWWS���ZZZ�SDUFFRQOLQH�
RUJ�SDUFF�DVVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�

���� %RWK�3$5&&�DQG�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�KDYH�HVWLPDWHG�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����SHU�SXSLO�SHU�\HDU�IRU�DOO�VXPPDWLYH�
DVVHVVPHQW�FRPSRQHQWV��

���� 6HH�IRU�H[DPSOH��3HOO��0�%��³0RUH�&KHDWLQJ�6FDQGDOV�
,QHYLWDEOH��DV�6WDWHV�&DQ¶W�(QVXUH�7HVW�,QWHJULW\�´�7KH�$WODQWD�
-RXUQDO�&RQVWLWXWLRQ��6HSWHPEHU�����������KWWS���ZZZ�DMF�FRP�
QHZV�QHZV�PRUH�FKHDWLQJ�VFDQGDOV�LQHYLWDEOH�DV�VWDWHV�FDQW�H�
Q63TM��

���� )RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��
:ULWLQJ�)UDPHZRUN�IRU�WKH������1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�RI�
(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUHVV��KWWS���ZZZ�QDJE�RUJ�FRQWHQW�QDJE�
DVVHWV�GRFXPHQWV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�IUDPHZRUNV�ZULWLQJ������SGI�

���� %RWK�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�RQOLQH��EXW�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�
ZLOO�XVH�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ��3$5&&�ZLOO�XVH�¿[HG�IRUP�WHVWV�ZLWK�D�
VHW�RI�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�FKDQJH�GXULQJ�WKH�VWXGHQW�WHVWLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�

���� 6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�$VVHVVPHQW�&RQVRUWLXP�3UHVV�5HOHDVH��
³6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�5HOHDVHV�6DPSOH�$VVHVVPHQW�,WHPV�
DQG�3HUIRUPDQFH�7DVNV��2FWREHU����������KWWS���ZZZ�
VPDUWHUEDODQFHG�RUJ�QHZV�VPDUWHU�EDODQFHG�UHOHDVHV�VDPSOH�
DVVHVVPHQW�LWHPV�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV��
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